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stantinte. The Premier loves me too much
for me to do that. I bave done my duty in
directing attention to the seriowsness of the
position—the abselute lack of barmony and
¢o-ordination.

Mr, Teesdale: Was that man promised as-
sistance when he bought the land?

Mr. A. THOMSON: He was guided by
the pamphlets.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The pamphlet that
stated such men were to receive the same pre-
ference as was granted to soldiers was with-
drawn in 1920,

Mr, A. THOMSON: But that does not
excuse the delay of 10 months in
replying to the letters sent to the de-
partment. Any man taking up land is
justified in assuming from the literature
distributed that he will get assistance
from the Agricnltural Bank. If it is not
intended to grant advaneces, the Lands De-
partment should be able to notify applicants
when they imquire for land.

The Premier: Where do you say we are
spending the money?

Mr. A, THOMSON: In the group settle-
ments. The Government have brought these
men out. They have no money, and the Gov-
erpment are paying them 10s. a day susten-
ance, They are also teaching them how to
work., Many of them have never seen an axe.
Notwithstanding this the Premier makes that
inane interjection. I have done my duty in
drawing the attention of the Government and
the House to the deplorable state of affairs
connected with our land settlement policy and
our group settlements. caused by the various
depariments not working in harmeny with
each other but working against each other.
Large departments are being bwill up, and
employment is being found for a number of
eivil servants. All this is detrimental to the
interests of land settlement, and I trust the
present position will no longer be allowed to
continue.

Progress reported.

House adjourned et 10.98 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read Prayers. -

QUESTION—INCOME TAX
COLLECTION.

Mr, HUGHES asked the Premier: Of the
£300,003 collected during the year ended
30th June, 1923, on account of income tax,
how much belongs to that financial year?

The PREMIER replied: The amount of
£390,003 consists of: Arrears from previous
years, %£103,849; on account of 1922-23,
£286,154; total, £390,003. An amount of
£12§,966 was outstanding om 30th June,
1923,

ASSENT TO BILL,

Message from the Govermor received and
read nohifying assent to Supply Bill (No. 1)
£1,790,600,

BILL~—AMENDMENTS INCORPORA-
TION.

Received from the Council, and read a first
time,

BILL—INSPECTION OF
SCAFFOLDING.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous sitting; Mz.
Stubbs. in the Chair, the Minister for Works
in charge of the Bill

Clause 9—agreed to.

Clause 10—Scaffolding, ete.,, to be in ac-
cordanee with Act:

Mr. McCALLUM: I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘used in connection
therewith’’ be struck out.

As T argued on a previous clause, although
the Bill provides for gear other than that
which will he used in connection with seaf-
folding, the retention of the words ‘‘used in
connection therewith’’ would prevent the
Government from prescribing regulations as
to the standard of gear, unless such gear is
used in comnection with scaﬁoldmg _The
Iadder on which a painter werks is gear, apd



732

is not uwsed in connection with scaffolding,
but uwsed ‘‘on ita own.’” The clause as it
stands, therefore, affords no protection to the
man working on a ladder. The regulations
under the measure should cover all gear.
There is more danger to men working on
ladders than to men working on seaffolding,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As on an
earlier elause, I am bovad to say that I can-
not accept the amendment, for which there is
no necessity. What the hon. member refers
to is fully covered by paragraph (e) of
Clause 25. This iz a scaffelding Bill, and
applies to scaffolding and all gear used im
conneetion therewith. To say that under the
clauge as it stands a ladder on which a
painter is working could not be inspected is
stretching the argument very far indeed.
Often painters use ladders on which they
Place plapks to form a scaffold. An in-
spector would be carrying out his duties if
he looked after sueh things.  There is no
necessity for striking out these words. I
have consulted the Crown Law Department,
and have had my opinion confirmed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 1l—agreed to,

Clause 12—Not keeping scaffolding in con-
formity with the Act:

Mr. McCALLUM: T move an amendment—

That after ‘‘scaffolding’’ in line I the
wordg “'or gear’’ be inserted.

If the amendment be agreed to there is a
consequential amendment in the second para-
graph of the clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I will ae-
cept that amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, agrecd to.

Clause 13—Inspector to be notified of acei-
dent:

Mr. McCALLUM: I move an amendment—

That after *‘scaffolding’’ in lines 2, 8
and £ the words ‘‘or gear’’ be inserted.
The same thing applies as with the previous

clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORESR: I do not
propose to oppose the amendment, but will
merely point out that the clause, as amended,
may prove awkward in the ccountry distriets.
The loss of life is serious wherever it oceurs,
but this may cause some inconvenience in
country distriets.

Amendment put and passed.

The CHAIRMAN : Several succeeding
clauses will be consequentially amended by
inserting ‘ot gear.’'’

My, McCALLUM: I move a further amend-
ment—

That the following words be inserted at
the end of Subclouse 1: ‘‘and the name
and residence of every person killed or 8o
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injured, and notwithste.eing any other
provision in this Act, no repairs or altera-
tions to such scaffolding or gear shall be
made after such occurrence without per-
mission in writing of the inspector,”?

If the amendment be agreed to, the effect will
be that the scaffolding and gear will remain
in the same condition as when am accident
occurred. No repairs will be possible uvatil
after an inspector has viewed them and given
hiz permission in writing for alterations or
repairs to be carried cut, This provision cx-
ists in the South Australian Act. It is neces-
sary because, if an inquiry is to be held, re-
pairs should not be effected prior fo inspee-
tion, Unless this safeguard 3s provided, an
inquiry will be useless, for the inapeetor will
not be ahle to produce the nceessary evidence.

The Minister for Works: That would he
all right if all the inspectors were easily
available. If an inspector were not avail-
able, it would mean that all the men would
have to stop work.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Minister should
keep in mind his own notice of amendment to
make the Act apply to certain proclaimed
arcas. I take it, local inspeetors would do
the work in country towns,

Mr. Latham: Will they be gualified?

Mr. MeCALLUM: They would have to
submit to certain examinations or be taught
something about seaffolding. The prineipal
work will be in the metropolitan arca, where
the bulk of the people are living. The pre-
vious decision of the House limiting the height
of scaffolding will eut out some portions.of
the State.

Mr. Pickering: There is 2 good deal of
two-storied building dome in the country dis-
tricts.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Apart from hotels and
a few buildings, there are mot many two-
storied buildings in the country. This pro-
vision has been in operation in South Aus-
tralia for 20 years. Unless this safeguard is
provided, a contractor may effect repairs im-
mediately an accident oceurs.

The Minister for Works: The working
man of to-day would not allow that sort of
thing to be done.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Tf all the workers are
on the scaffolding when it gives way, they
will not have much chance of preventing the
debris being removed. I know the position
the men will be in. The working man has to
look after his job first. If a man thinks he
will be held responsible for an accident, the
natural inclination will be for him to proteet
himaself.

Mr. Lutey: A similar provision already
appears in the Mines Regulation Act.

Mr. MeCALLUM: That is so.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T do not
wish to block any provision that should be
in a Bill designed to save life and prevent
injury to workers, 1 appreciate the view-
point of the member for South Fremantle, 1
am not of the opinion, as indicated by the
member for Sonth Fremantle, that my objec-
tion to the earlier amendments will be met by
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my proposed amendment to make the measure
apply to proclaimed distriets, in which case
the amendments would not be likely to apply
to remote areas. I suggested adding to the
further amendment, ‘‘or if an inspecior be
not in the distriet, permission may be given
after inquiry by the local police officer.”’
That might meet the situation, When an ge-
¢ident occors, men usually knock off work for
the day, but continue on the following day,
Unless there are numbers of inspectors, a
couple of days might elapse after the acei-
dent before an inspector could get there. In
the meantime all the work would be hung up.
Alternatively, the local police officer could
inspect the gear, impound any that was de-
feetive, and then allow the work to proceed.
If the hon. member will agree to my amend-
ment, I will get the Crown Law Department
to draft it, and we can then deal with it on
recommittal.

Mr. McCallum: Yes, I apree to that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then, 1
will move that the eliuse be postponed.

The CHAIRMAN: You cannot do that,
because already the clause has been amended.
You can, of eourse, arrange to recommit the
Bill later.

Mr. McCALLUM: I understand that, if 1
withdraw my amendment, the Minister will
recommit the Bil), and the clavse can then
be dealt with? '

The CHAIRMAN:- Yes.

Mr, MeCALLUM: Then I ask leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clanse, as previously amended, agreed to.
Clause 14—TInquiry into cause of accident:

Mr. DAVIES: I move an amendment—

That " at the end of Subclause (1) the
words ‘‘and also a member of a building
trades union’’ be added.

The clause leaves it epen to the Minister to
appoint to sit with the police magistrate or
resident magistrate a person skilled in the
use and construction of scaffolding. I hold
that a member of a building trades union
also should be appointed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
sorry the hon. member should think ihe
amendment necessary. The clause provides
all that is required, without encumbering the
work of the inquiry. The Minister, if he
choose, can add to the court a person skilled
in scaffolding, but it will scareely be neces-
sary to add a member of a trades union. Of
course, if loss of life should occur, there must
be an inquiry apart altogether from the
authority of the Minister. In such a case
the inquiry provided in the clause would be
a supplementary one. There is no need for
the amendment.

Mr. DAVIES: T will press for the amend-
ment, for I think a trades unionist ehould
have a seat on the court.

Mr. Heron: You will find it provided in
the Mining Aect.
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Mr. DAVIES: Yes, and I want it in this
also. The court should be respresentative of
both parties,

The Minister for Worka: Then we shouwld
have to appeint on employer as well,

Mr., DAVIFS: T have ne objection to
tiat. Why should we nof have both a union-
ist and an employver on the court?

The Mirister for Works: They enuld be
represented by advoeates.

Mr. DAVIES: 1 hold that they should
have places on the bench.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 18
Noes 14
Majority for 4
ATES,
Mr. Angwin Mr, Jahoston
Mr. Chesszon Mr. Lambert
Mr, Celller Mr. Lutey
Mr. Corboy Mr. Marshall
Mrs, Cowan Mr. McCallum
Mr, Davies Mr. Munsle
Mr., Durack Mr. Richardson
Mr, Heron Mr. Willcock
Mr, Hughes Mr, Mullany
(Teler.)
Noes.
Mr. Broun Mr. Piesse
Mr. Carter Mr. Sampson
Mr. George Mpr. Scaddan
Mr. Harrison Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Hlckmott Mr. Teesdale
Sir James Mitchell Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Plckering Mr. Underwood
(Tetler.)

Amendment thus passed.

Mr. MeCALLUM:
ment—

That the following subclause be added—
‘€{12) The industrial union representing
the class of employment in whick the per-
sons who mel with an accident were em-
ployed at the time of the accident, end
concerning which accident the Minister has
ordered an tnquiry under this section, shall
be entitled to be represented at such in-
quiry, and the representative of the union
shall have full power to ca"l, examine and
cross-examine witnesses thereat.'’

I move an amend-

This is similar to the provision in the Mipes
Regulation Act that has worked well. An
inquiry under such eonditions would probably
he more thorough and would give greater
satisfaction than if the union was not repre-
sented.

The Minister for Works: If the employee
has that privilege, it should be extended to
the employer.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The amendment rays
ffindustrial union.’’ It does not specify a
union of workers or of employers. Em-
ployers have industrial unions and the amend-
ment would not debar them from being re-
presented.
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The Minister for Works: How would it
do if you altered the amendment to read,
““The industrial union of employers and of
workers,’’ ete.?

Mr. McCALLUM:
teration.

The CHAIRMAN: It will also be neees-
sary to adopt the plural by making the Iatter
portion of the amendment read, ‘‘and the re-
presentatives of the unions,’’

Mr., CHESSON: T am glad the Minister
has aceepted the amendment because, when
representatives acquainted with an indostry
are permitted to assist at an inquiry, they
are able fo bring ont pertinent evidence.

Amendment as altered put and passed.

Clanse, as amended, agreed to,

Clauses 15 to 24—agreed to.

Clause 25—Regulations:

Mr. PICKERING: The member for
Katanning has on the Notice Paper an
amendment as follows:—

That in line 1 after *“make’’ and before

1 requlations’’ the follewing be inserted:
‘“IFith the aepproval of the said boerd.'’

I am in favour of the appointment of a
board to deal with this Bill.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It may cause more
expense.

Mr. PICKERING: But it may lead to
less expense, I am, therefore, in accord with
the amendment the hon. member desires to
move,

The Minister for Works:
to it.

Mr. PICKERING: The machinery of this
Bill will have to be carried out by regula-
tion, and in the framing of such regulaiions
it is neeessary to have the advice of the most
tnlented and experi people available,

The CHATRMAN: Is there anything in
the Bill, as it has so far proceeded, dealing
with the appointment of any board?

Mr. PICKERING: No.

The CHAIRMAN: How is it possible to

I shall aecept that al-

I will not agree

read scnse into an amendment which deals
with a board?
Mr. PICKERING: The member for

Katanning has given notice of his intention
to move a mew elunse to provide for the ap-
pointment of a board.

The CHAIRMAN: Tt has not yet been
discussed. 1 could mot accept am amendment
which presupposes a clause which may or
may not be passed.

Mr. PICKERING: If the amendment
were not carried, and the new clause to pro-
vide for the appointment of the board were
agreed to, how would it bhe possible for the
board to operate?

The CHAIRMAN:
amendment at present.

Mr. PICEERING: I must hew to your
ruling, but would like to know, if the new
clauge is agreed to, whether the Bill will be
recommitted or not, so that the amendment
may be moved.

I cannot accept the
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The CHAIRMAN: I am sure the Minister
will give you that opportunity.
Mr. DAVIES: T move an amendment—

That a new paragraph to follow para-
graph (g) be inserted as follows: *Pre-
scribing that any structure which, if it were
built up and fized to o height ezceeding
eight feet, would be scaffolding within the
meaning of that term, but which iz built
up or fized to o height not czceeding eight
Feet, shall be of such material and of such
substantial character as prescribed.’’

It is logieal to provide that substantial
material must be used in structures of this
nature, if they be under 8ft. in height, see-
ing that we have provided for all heights
ahove 8ft.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:; I cannot
accept the amendment. It would nullify the
work already done, and defeat the purpose
of the Bill. .

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I would like a
ruling as to whether the amendment is in
order. We have already passed the interpre-
tation of scaffolding, which fixes the height ut
8ft. and over. The hon. member’s amend-
ment refers to scaffolding which is built up
or fixed to a height not exceeding 8ft. 1Is
that in accordance with the interpretation to
which we have agreed?

The CHATRMAN: I do not think the
amendment clashes with the definition of
‘fgcaffolding.’’ T will accept the amend-
ment, but the hon. member may, if he wishes,
disagree with my ruling.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I have no desire
to do that. At the same time, the amendment
appears to me to be a silly one, bhecaunse it
will provide for regulations to be made in
regard to scaffolding to which the Act will
not apply. It was my desire earlier in the
proceedings to make the height 4ft,, but the
hon, member would not support me.

Mr. Davies: I did,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
did not vote,

Mr. Davies: I did so.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: I peointed out
when the hon. member was speaking that the
Bill would not apply to anything under 8ft.
unless my amendment was carried. We can-
not now provide for regulations to be made
which will be contrary to the definition of
scaffolding, If we speeifically provide for
8ft., how can we make the measure apply to
anything less?

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 26—agreed to.

New clause:

Mr., PICKEERING: On behalf of Mr. A.
Thomson I move—

That the following new clause, to stand
as 4a, be added to the Bill: ‘‘d4 board to
be known as ‘The Sceffolding Board’ shall
be constituted under this Act, and the foi-
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lowing bodies may each appoint one repre-
sentative to the board: (a) the Builders
ard Contractors’ Associalion; (b) the
Architects’ Board of TFestern Australia;
(¢) the Fire and Adeccident Underwrilers’
Association of Western Australia; (d) the
workers cagaged in the industry. The
Chief Inspeetor of Scaffolding and al' olher
fnspectors shall be appointed from qualified
persons recommended by the said board.”’

The member for Katanning attempted to
move this new clause in the form of an
amendment at an earlier stage of the pro-
ceedings, and was advised to submit it in the
form in whieh jt iz presented now. The
greater portion of building work carried on
in the State is not done by the Public Works
Department, but by outside architects and
contractors. it is ridieulous, also, to suggest
that all the architeetural and building talent
of the State is concentrated in the publie
gervice, That professional men outside the
service have risen to emincnee is proved by
the success which has attended their efforts,
and it is not right, therefore, that unfair
comparisons should be made between them
and the officers of the Government. In view
of the fact that the RBill will apply very
largely to outside organisations, it is only
reasonable that the different bodies should
have representation on the hoard, As 1
have already said, it i3 in the regulations
that the Bill will really count, and it is de-
sirous that the building trade should not he
handiecapped. If something of this nature is
not done, the cost of building will be imn-
creased, and that added expense will affect
the worker just as much as anyone else. It
is desirable that we should go 2head with
building operafions, at the same time taking
cvery precaution to protect the lives of those
engaged in the industry. It is likewise im-
portant that the rcgulations should be framed
by people who are interested in building
operations.

Mr. Hughes: What interest can the fire
insurance companies have in seaffolding?

Mr, PICKERING: Claims have to be met
by those people.

Mr. Hughes: What would fire underwriters
know about reaffolding?

Mr. PICKERING: They should have some
knowledge of building. At any rate, the
question is deserving of every consideration,
and the new clause should find a place in the
Bifl.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Gov-
ernment cannot accept this proposed clause.
There is no necessity for it, and if a board
be ercated in the manner suggested, it will
add consideraby to the casi of building, and
that cost will have to be met by someoane,

AMr. Hoghes: They wiil be three to one
against the workers.

Mr. Pickering: Why take that jaundiced
view?

Mr. Hughes: That is the correct view to
take. o
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I presume
provigion would have to be made on the Esti-
mates for such a board. Further, it seems
that Clause 25 is to undergo what the hon.
muinber considers improvement, with the re-
sult that the Government will not be able to
make regulations unless they are approved by
this board, to whom the Minister administer-
ing the measure will have to go cap in hand.
The Minister administering the measure would
consider suggestions irrespective of the
quarter from which they came. He would be
tn duty bound te do so. It has already been
pointed out by an hon. member opposite that
uunder the new clause other parties interested
would be three to ome against the workers.
The three could not, of vourse, be charged
with indifference to the seeurity of life and
limb. Still, they have not as direct an in-
terest in this respeet as the workers them-
selves have, While no one wishes to see an-
other person injured, yet no one wishes to
huave his own pocket injured more than he can
possibly help.  Those two conflicting inter-
csis would be represemted on this proposed
hoard, with the result that its proceedings
would be characterised by a good deal of
bickering. If the Minister is not fit to issue
regulations under this mcasure, he is not fit
to hold Ministerial office.

Mr. MeCALLUM: The new clanse repre-
sents a practical step towards the supposed
red objective of workera’ control of industry,
and uader it regulations could be made only
with the approval of the board, the board
therefore being put over the Ministry and
the Governor in Couneil. Anything of a like
nature brought forward by the Opposition
would be characterised as Bolshevist, as em-
anating from Moscow. T congratulate the
member for Sussex on the progress he is
making from cunservatism towards democ-
racy, and I suggest to him that he amend the
new clause so that everybody concerned in
the building trade should elect the board,
which would thercupon contro! the industry.
Only a week ago the member for Sussex told
us that legislation of this kind would make
the cost of building oppressive, or cven pro-
hibitive, Still, the men who work for wages
would not have very much say on the hoard;
the real influence would he exerted by the
other sections, It is gratifying, nevertheless,
to think that this new clause has emanated
from a contractor and is now being fathered
by an architect.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 2.30 p.m.

Mr. PICKERING: Listening to the mem-
ber for South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) 1
am convinced that, according to him, I am
a red-ragger of the reddest dye. The earnest-
ness he imparted to his ailegations against
me was really astounding. It is not my im.
tention nor is it the intention of the member
for Katanning that the hoard should over-
ride the Government. Such a suggestion is
absurd. Other boards have power to frame
regulations for submission te the Govern-
ment.
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Mr. Underwood: Why the necessity for a
board? This makes the seventy-sixth board!

Mr, PICKERING: We have found it neces-
sary to transfer so many of the operations
of the State to boards that we are justified
in asking the Commiftee to agree to the
amendment. The member for South Fre-
mantle appeared to impugn everyone except
those representing the workers. There is no
distinet line of demarcation as suggested by
hiin, and it is just as much in the intercsts
of the architects and the contractors as of the
workers that scaffolding should be sound.
Work cunnot be carried out unless inspec-
tions are made by the architects and contrag-
tors frequently, and, consequently, they have
to take the same risk as the workers, There
is no suggestion that the board will be other
than henorary. I was surprised to hear the
Minister express such exaggerated views re-
garding the possible attitude of members on
the board. I believe those members would be
reasonable and would work in the best in-
terests of the employees. It is to no one’s
interest that sny workman ghould be injured.
We reeognise that the present Minister for
Works has cxceptional knowledge, but we may
not have such a Minister for all time.

Mr. HUGHES: I congratulate the member
for Sussex on being one of the best unionists
in Western Australia! I konow of no unionist
who is as careful and anxious concerning the
welfare of the union to which he belongs, as
the member for Sussex. Whenever there is
legistation befure the House affecting archi-
teets, we heur the member for Sussex speak-
ing on behalf of his brother architects. As
a class-conscious worker, he sets an cxample
T wish other workers wounld follow. If all
workers were 2s class-conscious as the mem-
ber for Susscx, architects might be deprived
of their spokeaman in Parliament. The ideal
he put before the Committes of handing over
the control of industry to those working in
it, is a splendid one. The bunilders and eon-
tracters, architeets and fire underwriters re-
present a small percentage of those engaged
in the huildiug industry; yet the member for
Sussex proposes to give them three representa-
tives on the board, compared with the one al-
lotted to the workers. If the board were con-
stituted as he proposes, there iz no doubt as
to how it would act; there would be on all
occagiong three delegates ranged against one.
The eonstitution of the proposed board might
be altered, giving one representative to the
builders and contractors, architects and fire
underwriters, and one to the workers, an in-
dependent chairman to be clected by a plebis-
cite of the whole of those cngaged in the
building industry. If that were done, 1
would support the amendment.

Mr. Piekering: Why should not the Min-
ister be chairmant

Mr. Underwood:
to do,

The CHAIRMANX: If the member for East
Perth will resume his seat, T will simplify
the position. If the proposed new clause were
agreed to, it would cover something not pro-

Yes, he has nothing clse
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vided for in the Bill as introduced by the
Minister. The creation of this board will en-
tail expenditure, and it is not within the
power of a private member to move in that
direction. For that reason, I rule the pro-
posed new clause out of order.

Mr. HUGHES: Just when it looked as if
we would get it agreed to.

Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL-—REDISTRIBUTION OF SEATS.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 13th September.

Mr. PIESBE (Toodyay) [7.45]: I have
listened with interest to the many speeches
delivered by members on the Bill. "It is safe
to say that one would be right in concluding
that the Bill is an honest effort on the part
of the Commission te deal witk a very Qiffi-
cult and delicate task. I feel sure hon. men-
bers will readily admit in their hearts that
the Commissien have ably carried out their
duties so far ag waa reasonably possible under
the conditions existing in the Electoral De-
partment to-day. I am prepared so admit
that the rolls are not up to date,

Mr, Latbam: They are in a shocking state.

Mr. PIESSE: But it would be a very
difficult matter to get the rolls perfect. With
the material at hand, the Commissioners did
their best, More equitable means could not
have been adopted to meet the pressing de-
mand for a redistribution of meats. I am
wholly in favour of the Bill, believing as I
do that, in the circumstances, a better one
could not have been devised. The important
factor, community of interest, has been de-
viated from or overlooked in one or two in-
stanecs, but it i3 impossible to devise a per-
feet distribution of seats. It has been sug-
gested that the Commission should have taken
evidence. That would have been a very dan-
gerous expedient, It was far better that the
Commission should avoid being subjected to
influence in any shape or form, If it had
been made compulsory for every member of
Parliament to attend hefore that Commission,
the result would have been the same.

Mr. Lathain: Why members of Parliament?
Thete are officials, qualified to speak,

My, PIESSE: There are officials, it is
true, hut the grievances raised have been
raised by mambers themselves rather than by
the community, and have been based on per-
sonal objections to the recommendations of
the Commission, Two or three electorates
have not been treated as fairly as they might
have been in respect of community’ of inter-
ests, First Lhere is Sussex, Then there is
Greenough, where a number of miners have
heen included in what is purely an agricul-
tural constituency, Similar anomalies have oc-
cirred in other agricultnral electorates. How-
ever, it is extremely difficult to get a redis-
tribution based purely on community of in-
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terest. We have only to recall the redistribu-
tion in 1910, when the boundaries of the
Sussex electorate gave rise to the charge of
gerryihandering,  ¥et, when we lagk at the
boundaries of Sussex to-day, extraordinary
t‘hough they appear, it is seen that they were
Justified. I have been pleased to notice how
little party feeling has been displayed in the
debate. Members have almost ignored party
interests, I take it as a sign of the times.
Men are becoming more broad-minded than
they were in days ponc by. On personal
grounds, alse, I would vote for the Bill, he-
eaunse it is perfectly satisfactory in respect of
my big electnrate. Tt will make Toodyay
practically two electorates, and will relieve
the future member, whoever he may be, of a
very heavy task., During the 12 vears T have
represented Toodyay I have found it difficult
to keep pace with the continuous public de-
mands that are the inevitable result of in-
creased popalation and increased develop-
ment. I do not say the Bill ensures to me
any certainty of my return to Parliament it
T should again nominate. T hope the requisite
majority will be found to sepport the Bill,
for in the circumstances it is as fair a mea-
sure as is possible. Moreover, it is freely
admitted that a redistribution of seats is
necessary. Probably at no far distant date
we shall require another redistribution of
seats. The success of the group settlements,
the advancement of the agriculiural industry
generally, the extension of settlement morth
and east of Esperance and between Southern
Cross and Ravensthorpe, will evoke keen in-
terest among the farming population of the
Eastern States, and in conszequence we shall
have quite a big influx of agricultural popula-
tion, necessitating, as I say, another redistri-

bution of seats at no distant date. I hope
the Bill will pass the second reading.
Mr, HERON (Leonora) [7.54]: I will

appase the second reading. I de not say a
redistribution of seats i1s not mneeessary—
those members on this side who have spoken
have clearly attested its necessity—but I op-
pcse the Bill on the ground that it does not
give fair representation to the outer gold-
fields. The Murchison electorate has been
folly dealt with by the member for Mt. Mag-
net (Hon. M. F. Troy) and other speakers.
The Commissioners have taken 303 electora
out of Mt. Magnet and put them into Green-
ough, and have taken 149 out of Cue and put
them into Leonora. Those 452 electors added
to the 2,202 in Murchison would have brought
the Murchison quota well above the maxi-
mum, at the same time reducing the number
of electors in Leonora fto 1,637. We have
to take into consideration that within six
weeks from lo-night 400 names will be added
ta the Leonora roll. As most of we are aware,
on about the 19th of next month the Gwalia
mine will be reopened. T have from the
manager an assgrance that on that date he
expeets to put another 200 men into the
Gwalia mine.
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The Premier:
news.

Mr. HERON: If only 50 per cent. of those
men are married it will mean adding to the
roll the names of 100 wives, and that wifhout
taking into counsideration the number of other
persons that this inflox of miners will take
into the distriet. Then a number will be
going on to the wood line whieh has been
ctosed down for the last three years. I
have information from the Lawlers district,
where a new Jevelopment has oceurred, in the
Waronga mine. Only to-night I heard that
they bave opened up a lode 16 feet wide
yielding 16 dwts. to the ton. You, Mr,
Speaker, as an old goldficlds member, realise
what that mewxas. Then we have to take your
own electorate, Sir, now amalgamated with
Leonora. Quite recently there has been a new
find in the Kiug of Creation, which we expect
will be opened up on big lines. Also there is
the Mighty Atom, another very promising
show, as well as Jones’s concession, a few
mile out from Laverton, where the Government
are opening np the route and sinking wells to
supply that ronte with water, so that the pros-
pectors can go into that district. We expset
to have within a few months a number of
men there algo. And ever if mining were
poing down, there is left in the distriet some-
thing besides mining. You, 8ir, and the
member for Menzies know that the district is
fast developing+into a sheep area. Within
the next few days the pastoralists will be
hoiding a conference with a view to having
the district ring-fenced against wild ogs.
‘We shall then have sheep pasturing from
Menzies right across to the Murchison, Then
you, Sir, ar¢ well aware of the development
in the Yarri centre. At the present time
mining is quiet, but we do nobt expect it to
remain quiet very much longer. If redue-
tions were made in railway fares and freights
and in the cost of mining commodities, we
shounld have thousands of men returpning to
the back country. It is only the high costs
of living and of all mining commodities that
have made the back country quiet. You, Sir,
are well aware of the position. I will not
say, as the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson)
said the other evening, that I expect to see
you **hop down from your perch’’ to take
up the cudgels on the floor of the House, but
certainly "1 say that if you were not occupy-
ing vour high and honourable position vou
would be eloquent in putting up a case for
those people whom you have represented for
so many years, I kpnow that district as well
as most people; I travel through it at overy
opportunity and appreciate its possibilities.
This Bill does not give the outback mining
areas a fair crack of the whip. When the
Eleetoral Distriets Bill was before the House
last session, we concinded from the Premier’s
remarks that our quota would be abont 1,500.
It could have been as low as 1,440. In riew
of the vast area that Leonora and the Mur-
chison districts will embrace in future, it will
be impossible for any man to represent them
in thiz Honse as they should be represented.

Hear, hear! That iz good
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It is impossible for any member to travel
through such a big district and attend to the
wants of those who are battling to keep the
mining industry going. It is very easy for
the people of the metropolitan area to got
into touch with their members every ay.

Mr, Clydesdale: Too easy.

Mr. HERON: I would not say that. The
vast outhaek areas where the pioneers are
doing so much for the State should be bettar
represented. I do not say they should be
given a3 many seats as they have at present,
but there should be another scat between the
Murchisor and Leonora. The Leonora boun-
dary could have been brought down and the
149 electors conld have been retained, and
there eould have been granted three seats in-
stead of two. No fair-minded man would
say that the outlying distriets have received
a fair deal. A fortnight or three weeks ago
I attended a reception to the Overseas Settie-
ment Commission, to whom was proundly ex-
hibited by members o fine specimen from theo
Mt. Magnet district. Members were pleased
to know that this spesimen was to he scnt
to the 0ld Country to give the people there
an idea of what Western Australia was still
producing. Yet, while this is being done, the
Government are practically saying to the
people of the Old Country, ‘“We think so
little of the mining areas that we have re-
dueed the representation.’’ Tt is tantamount
to saying, ‘“We have no confidence in our
outback mining areas,”” and. they are saying
this to the people on whom we rely to pro-
vide the eapital to develop our mines.

The Premier: You eannot have votes
without electors.

Mr. HERON: Some time ago I asked the
Premier for a little assistance for my dis-
triet, and his reply was, ‘‘You have no omne
up there now, and you do not need it.”” I am
glad the Premier proposes to visit that part
of the State. The people there are putting
up a great fight and are mnot complaining.
They arc a type of pionecr that the Govern-
ment can ill-afford to crush ouf of the back
country. Bet the Government are depriving
them of representation and are practically
telling them that they, too, may as well come
to Perth.

The Premier:
to that extent.

Mr. HERON: This measure will not give
the outer goldfields a fair deal.  The boun-
dary could have been shifted further down
to take in the lower portion of the farming
arca, and the Leonora and Murchison dis-
tricts should have been given three seats in-
stead of two.

Mr. Latham:

We do not flatter ourselves

Are you in favour of the

Bil¢
Mr. HERON: I favour a Bill, not this
Bill. I consider redistribution necessary,

but I am opposed to this measure because it
does not give a fair deal to the outer pold-
fields districts. About 150 inen are employed
on the Sons of Gwalia mine. Before the 19th
o6f next month a full complement of about
330 will be employed. The Commission should
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have made inquiries and ascertained these
facis before they proposed an alteration of
the boundaries.

The Premier: We would 21l have had a
few hundred more,

Mr. HERON: Tt is all very well for the
Premier to say that. If it were so, redis-
tribution wounld ugain be npecessary. The
Murchison distriet at present is practically
at the maximum quota. Only 300 more are
required for my district; Sussex is almost at
the maximum; Canning is over the masimum,
and would be well over if all the electors
eligible were enrolied. The same applies to
North-East Fremantle, The member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) said the Government
had done everything possible to clarify the
rolls. I travel through the back eountry as
much as any man, and I know what has been
done.

Mr. Lambert: Nothing!

Mr. HERON: They have struck off the
names of people that were objected to; that
i3 all, Nothing was dene to enrol eligible
persons whose names were not on the roll
Last year, the Premier assured us that the
rolis wounld be attended to.

The Premier: They have heen attended to.

Mr. HERON: I disagree with that; in the
back country they have not been attended to.
This measurc has been discussed from all
points, and there romains little to be said
beyond empbasising that the outback distriets
have not been given a fair deal. In addition
to the men who will be employed on the Sons
of Gwalia mine, the population will be aug-
mented by shopkeepers, shop assistants, bar-
men, barmaids, and attendants, who will re-
present an immediate roll inerease of 300 to
350 clectors. Just now T spoke of clarifying
the rolls. I went through my district and
found there had been removed from the rolls
the names of some people who had never been
out of the district. I suppose the experience
has been the same in other parts of the
State. If the Premier would only visit that
distriet, we would be able to point out to
him what pastoralism is going to mean to
Leonora. From Leonora and Menzies through
to Murchison, sheep will take the place of
cattle, so that in addition to its being a min-
ing area, this part of the State will be an im-
portant pastoral area. When speaking on the
railway Estimates last year I pointed out that
the income received from stock at the Leo-
nora station amounted to £5,000 in one year.
This was in respect of oniy the stock that
left there; not the stock sent there. Although
mining is a little quict at present, cattle grow-
ing is an inferest that should have beed con-
sidecred. The Colonial Seeretary visited the
district and he was very favourably impressed
by the pioneers and the fine spirit they ex-
hibited. T again appeal to the Premier to do
something in order to ensure to these outside
districts the representation to which they are
cntitlerd. I.ast year T made a personal appeal
to the Premier, but it had no effect,

.The Premier: What yon said would have
shaken the appeal.
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The Colonial Seeretlary:
nmore weight sinee,

Mr. HERON: I am not speaking from a
personal point of view. If the Leonora dis-
trict were allowed to stand as at present, 1
wonld have a fighting chance,

AMr, Mullany: So would I

Mr, HEROXN: If the ihree seats are
grouped as is proposed under this Bill, I shall
still have a fighting chance.

Mr. Marshall: 1 would lay odds on you.

Mr. HERON: I am pieading for the peo-
ple 1 represent, the people who are pioneer-
ing the outlying districts, The Minister for
Mines knows that the Yarri district is not by
any means dead. Some very good shows are
being worked there. One is held up through
a court case; another has a very promising
lode. These districts are, perhaps, quiet, but
they are not out for cver. Are the Govern-
ment going to say they have no faith in our
goldfields? Are they determined to deprive
the goldfields of three seats in one hit. The
nearer the constituency is to Perth, the smal-
ler ig its quota. TKanowna has a qoota of
1,638. There is nothing new operating in
Eanowna at present, nor is there any chance
of a large number of men being employed
there in the near future. Coolgardie, which
is very ably represented, is to have 1,850. At
present there is no big development in Cool-
gardie that would reqnire the serviees of 200
or 300 men,

Mr. Lambert:
about that.

Mr. HERON':

Mr. Lambert;:
eabbage patch.

Mr. HERON: Leonora has a quota of
1,786; Murchison a quota of 2,002. The em-
ployment of 200 additional men on the Sons
of Giralia mine will mean that an additional
350 to 400 electors will be eligible for enrol-
ment,

The Minister for Mines: T think they must
have compared Leonora and Coolgardie in the
light of what their represcntatives looked
after.

Mr. HERON: Kanowna is to have only
1,638. Where is therc any fairness in that?
If any distriet should have a lower guota, it
should be Leonora or Murchison, I am not
speaking from party or perzonal feslings.

The Minister for Mines: Kanowna is the
only part of the goldficlds where we had to
close down a railway.

Mr. HERON: And still Kanowna is to
have a lower quota than Leonora. Is there any
justification for that? The Commission could
not have been aware of the local conditions
or they would never have snpggested such a
redistribution. They took 452 clectors from
the Murehison distriet in order to eut out two
seats. That was ahsolately unfair. Then
they put 149 on to my district.

Mr, Marshall: You could have done with-
out them.

Mr. HERON: Yes, and Murehison eounld
have done with another member. T zpain
appeal to the Premier to refer this Rill back

He bas put on

Do not make any mistake

1 am making no mistake.
You stick to your own litile

739

to the Commission. I know his heart goes
out to the people battling apd pioneering in
the baek country. I hope ke will hold this
Bill uyntit be has visited my distriet. If he
does su, I am satisfied that ke will deride to
refer the Bill back to the Commission and
that the goldfields will get a third seat.

The Minister for Mines: Would you under-
take to support anything he then bLrought
down?

Mr. HEROX:
altered by shifting them further down.
is all that is necessary.

Capt. Carter: Would you take u <eat from
the metropolitan aren?

Mr. HERON: We have metropolitan mem-
bers on the Opposition gide of the House, and
I do not think they would object to giving
away one seat. The metropelitan area could
easily forego one seat in order to give the
outer goldfields additional representation, The
metropolitan area is well represented. Nearly
every member lives in the metropolitan area.

Mr. J. H., Smith: We want another seat
for the South-West.

Mr. HERON: Nearly every night some
member representing one of the ontlying
centres asks a guestion aboui tramways, ~lec-
tric light, or water supply in the metropoli-
tan area. Therefore, the members from the
outback ecentres fo a great extent represent
the metropolitan area.

Capt. Carter: By the same token, the
metropolitan members assist you in the coun-
try. ,

Mr, ITERON: The metropolitan area is
well locked after. In nearly every part
of the metropolitan area there reside two or
three memhbers who represent outback centres,
and most of them ean be relied wpon to sup-
port a metropolitan member in his request
for something for his electorate. Unfortun-
ately, 75 per cent. of the members of this
Chamber arc unfamiliar with the outback
centres.,

The Minister for Mines: East Perth and
Canning ought to be one clectorate.

Mr. HEROXN: The Canning electorate has
quite enowgh voters ag it is. Some Ministers
hardly know anything about the country that
members of outlying distriets bring under
their notice from time to time. They do nnt
know the eonditions under which the people
there are living,

Capt, Carter: That is a serious charge.

Mr. HEROX: Some of the Ministers have
never bcen through the back country.

Capt. Carter: Give instances to show
swhere they have refused their sympathy in
legrislating for the country.

Mr, HERON: The metropolitan area is
well represented. Tither the metropolitan
area or the country districts could well re-
linquish a seat or two in favour of the outer
mining areas. It is impossible for the mem-
ber for Muarchison or the member for Mount
Leonora to visit all his constituents. TIn the
case of Mount Leonora, & man would have
to travel from Paddington to Mount Keith,
a distance of 300 miles as the crow flies,

The boundaries could be
That
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and ihen across to the South Australinn
Lorder, in the course of a journey through
his eleetorate. The wember for Rochourne
{AMr. Teesdale) may say no one is living out
there.

The Premier: There is plenty of food out
there.

Mr. HERON: One can go for 100 miles
north of Laverton, where Jones's find is,
and still be within the electoraté. One can
alse go S0 miles from Kookynic. From the
rail head at Leonora a mwan has to pgo by
motor because there is no other way of trav-
elling. It is impossible to look after the
pioncers in that pavt of the State, when so
much country is given to one man to repre-
sent. On the one hand we are offering in-
ducements to people in the O1d Couniry to
invest their money here, and on the other
hand the Government are showing their lack
of confidence in the goldficlds by reducing
their membership. T hope that even at this

late hour the Premier will refer the Bill
back to the Commissioners.
Mr, LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.20]:

This Bill is the greatest injustice against the
goldfields that was ever perpetrated. I take
up the same attitude now as I did when the
Electoral Distriets Bill was brought down.
At that time the Government, by their deter-
mination to lessen the representation of cer-
tain parts of the State, showed us clearly
that we could expect very little when we
received the report of the Commissioners.
We have not been disappointed.

The Premier: If you have the voies you
can have the seats.

Mr. LAMBERT: The Premier ought to
tell his friends from the North-West, whose
four seats are rendered immume under the
Bill, and who have an average of only 900
eleetors in each district, that there is no
Justification for sach liberal representation.
In one of the North-West seats the roll ia
at present considerably inflate@ hecauvse of
the work at the Wyndham Meat Works. No
attempt was made to adjust the boundarics
of the four North-West seats on ordinary
common sense lines, The Premier says, if
we have not the electors, we cannot have the
nomber of seats we want. If there is any
Justification for reducing the representation
of the outer goldfields, there is still more
justification for redueing it in the case of
the North-West. In the North the greater
number of electors live along the seaboard
and are casy of access. Members have the
use of our State steamers in order to wvisit
their constituencies. It is virtually a week-
end sea trip for them.

The Premier: Will you go for a fortnightt
The ‘‘Bambra’’ leaves ta-morrow.

Mr. LAMBERT: If T thought I eonld do
good for the State, I would go for a month,
The Premier would be doing a servicg to the
State if he wonld come with me, and leave
this Bill in the lap of the gods.

The Premier: I wounld go gladly.
is good fishing up there.

There
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Mr. LAMBERT: North-West members
nust have fished very successfully, seeing it
is thought unnecessary for them to muster
more than 900 electors for each distriet. I
have a particular interest in the Roebourne
electorate.

Mr. Teesdale: Praise God they have no
interest in you.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is not safe for the
kon, member to stay away long from his con-
stitueney, but eonce or twice during his ab-
senee T had the pleasure, not the homnoar, of
representing that clectorate,

Mr, Teesdale: And I nearly lost the seat
over it

AMr, LAMBERT: T should have done some
service for the country if I had heen the
means of the hon, member losing his seat.

Mr, Teesdale: That is why you volunicered
for the service.

Mr. LAMBERT: Under thisBill the hon.
member is not likely to lose his seat for some
time.

Mr. Teesdale: ‘That ia pleasing news.

Mr, LAMBERT: He can occupy his reaf
for the time being with that comforting as-
surance. The representatives of the outer
goldfields should not be asked to serve the
interests of more eleetors than the four mmem-
bers of the North-West, but each goldfields
member is asked to represent as many as any
three of the North-West members,

Mr. Teesilale: They recognise your superior
akility, and yet you are growhing about it.

My. LAMBERT: I do not knew that it is
any compensation to get recognition from the
hon. member as to one’s ability. We need
not be ashamed of the comparison in the mat-
ter of ability or representation. The mem-
ber for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) is smiling.
He represents only a handful of people, who
reside along the seaboard.

Mr. Angelo: I reeently travelled 2,000
miles and did not visit all my constituents,

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member was
on husiness. Tt often takes me over long
distances.

The Premicr:
gardic electorate.

Mr, LAMBERT: A good deal can be said
concerning that. The member for Mount
Leonora (Mr. HMeron) had a good deal tc
say abont the outer goldfields.

The Premier: It will be a great country
if all that has been said comes troe.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt will be a great coun
try when the Government can evolve some
sane¢ and sound policy for the development of
the mineral wealth of the State. Between the
years 1914 and 1918 about 85 per cent. of
the available manhood of the fields wa:
drawn away to fight in distant lands, Nt
one will cavil at that, but when they re
turned, was any inducement offcred hy the
Government, Federal or State, to repatriai
them into the industries from which they hac
been drawn? The mining arcas have beer
so depleted in population that they canno
revive under the present policy of drift. Thi
Premier’s -land devclopment poliey is com
mendable, No one can deny it i3 essentia

Tell ua about the new Cool:
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for our national life that we should have
sueh a poliey, even if it eocts 2 econsiderahle
sum of moncy. We should also have a poliey
far the development of our mineral resourees.
Tf we spent a million of money in that diree-
tion, we should probably double the popula-
tion of our mining areas within the next two
or three years.  But this unecalled for and
vicious measure should not be carried.

Mr. Teesdale:  You cannot say anvthing
fresh on the Bill; it is worn to a frazzle.

Mr. LAMBERT: 8o is the hon. member.
A general clection may act as a eorrective.
Ag sure as the sun rises and sets, if this Bill
passes, the parties in this Chamher will
change places after next March. The Pre-
micr will probably make a very good Opposi-
tion Leader.

Mr. Marshall: He might not get even that
prosition.

Mr. LAMBERT: I hope that for the good
name of this State the Premier will, in the
light of the very reagonable and very meder-
ate criticism whieh has been offered on this
measure, recognise that it is his duty, as
head of the Government for the time being,
to modify the more striking anomalies in the
Bill. I am glad to help members represent-
ing the Murchison to offer a strong protest
apainst that huge streteh of country, from
Buntine to the South Australian border,
being so seriously under-represented. Al
thongh T admit that it is not easy to ruffle
you, Mr. Speaker, who are cven tempered,
cool, and self-composed, still vou must have
been somewhat rufffed when you saw the
Royal Commission’s recommendations regard-
ing the Murchison.

The Premier: It ought not to be a per-
gonal matter with any of us.

Mr. LAMBERT: XNo; but even you, Sir,
in yonr fairness must recognise the injustice
of the position regarding the Murchison.
Thousands of young fellows were drawn away
from their activities in the mining distriets
to serve in the war. TUpon their return no
inducement whatever was offered them to go
back to their old ealling. Plenty of induoee-
ments, on the other hand, were offered to
them to take up land. The Federal Govern-
ment lavished millions of pounds in this
State to that end. A considerable portion of
that expenditure they will never sce back,

The Premier: Oh, don’t say that!

Mr. LAMBERT: 1In all fairness it must
be said that there are considerable sums
which the Federal Government will not see
returned. Let us hope, with the Premier’s
optimism, that the whole of that money will
come back.  Still, contrast that huge expen-
diture with the comparatively few pounds
apent for the restoration of the mining indus-
try. The wmen who pioneered the mineral
wealth of Western Australia are real jewels
of homanity, men who live hard in and out
of season, men who never grumble like some
of the migrants do.

The Colonial Secretary: The migrants afe
not complaining.

il

Mr. LAMBERT: Some of them are. The
smalloess of the assistance which the mineral
industry has received since the cessation of
the war is accountable for the hackward state
of our mining industry. It i3 all very well
to give assistance in a little way in order to
revive the interest which mining awakened
in 1912, Probably it would have cost a
couple of millions sterling to repatriate our
soldiers from the mining districts to those
districts. 'The outer goldfields areas, bow-
ever, are not without hope. A mining policy
on the same lines as our land policy would
prove more responsive, and the results would
be less speculative as well as morg rapid. The
Premicr could see the possibilities of mining
in my district when he visited it. He et
there hard workers full of hope.

Mr. Harrison: They must be super-men.

Mr, LAMBERT: Considerably more super
than the crowd who hang around the Agri-
cultural Department day after day and get
practically everything done for them by the
State. Our mining territory should not be
left unexplored and unexploited for one day
longer than is absolutely necessary. The ne-
gleet of the mineral industry has contributed
to the unevenness of numbers in the constitn-
encies. T regrel to say that the passage of
this Bill will almest stamp the imprint of
general decline on Western Australia’s min-
eral industry. It went forth to the Royal
Commissioners that that industry bad long
ago reached its zenith, and that therefore its
representation must be reduced. That is not
a very statesmanlike attitude; any office-boy
could cnunciate such a policy. We muost re-
populate our depopulated mining areas by
the same means as are heing adopted in other
directions. With the member for Leonora
(Mr. Heron) I would plead to the Premier
that he should in justice to his own good
name remove some of the anomalies from the
Bill. Personalls I am quite disinterested.
I have a econstifuency which suits we, and
I suit my constituents. If the nodding mem-
ber for Gascoyme (Mr. Angele) doubts that,
he can eome and have a try against me.

Mr. Angela: T was nodding my approval.

The Premier: We all agree that we suit
cur respective constitnents very well indeed.

Mr. LAMBERT: Then why this inhuman
haste to alter the econditions which obtain
to-day?

The Premier: Personally I do not want
the slightest change.

Mr. LAMBERT: There are anomalies, and
T would welcome a change which would make
for the better. Still, there are many other
things vwpon which the Premier could engage
his time and his mind with more profit to
himself and to the State than an endeavour
ty tiddly-wink with a Redistribofion of Seats
Bill, which can bring nothing but disfavour
opon himself and upon Parliament. If it is
the bon. gentleman’s considered opinion that
the measure should be passed, T hope he will
not be lacking in that generons attitude to-
wards the House to which the House has
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always responded. 1 trust he will, in a con-
siderate mood, let the Bill go te a committee
for the removal of the stupid anomalies put
inte it by the Royal Commission. The
Leader of rhe Opposition put the position
very well when he said that he had either to
impugn the integrity or recognise the stu-
pidity of the Commissionera.

The Premier: I de not think he meant
either.
Mr. LAMBERT: The Opposition Leader

rarely indulges in language that he does not
mean. He is not like some members on the
eross benches, who use langunage like turning
on a tap, er, wind them up and they go. The
Leader of the Opposition rightly entered a
strong protest from a goldfields point of view
against the injustice of the Bill I hepe
some members opposite, whether they are
personnlly affected by the Bill or not, will
Lelp us, if the measure passes beyond the
second reading stage, to adjust some of the
anamalies in Committee. The Bill gencrally
has been deaft with very fully, and litile Te-
mains to be said other than that every gold-
fields member should record uwp to the last
moment his unstinted antagonism to the
measure, and his determination, if the Bill
passes its second reading, to try to preserve
for the people in the outer portions of the
State at all nvents some of that free repre-
scntatton which they have enjoyed in the
past. I helieve that if the Premier repre-
sented an outer goldfields constituency, he
too would make an cloguent protest against
the anomalies in the proposed redistribution.
He i3 not altogether without a sense of jns-
tiec and fairness, and T hope in his own
interests and for the better representation
of the State in Parliament, he will see to
it that the measure is not passed through
Committee until some of the glaring anom-
alies, to which attention has heen drawn
during the debate, are rectified.  Those
anomalies have been pointed out with an
absence of party feeling or hard words. I
trust members representing the eountry
congtituencies will not be prepared to see
the outer goldfields sacrificed.

Hon. M. P. Troy: The very outer gold-
fields.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is those that T refer
to. Goldfields members bave always been
prepared to assist other representatives in
seeing that the best interests of the State
are congerved. Country members will not
merit much praise if they slavishly follow
the Government into a den of iniquity. It
is all very well for the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Tcesdale) to talk, but—-

Mr. Teesdale: You don’t mind me sncez-
ing, do you?

Mr. LAMBERT: It is one of the very
few useful things you can do.

M:, SPEAEER: Order!

Mr. LAMBERT: I sometimes look at the
member for Roebourne and wender,

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, and I wonder too.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You are both wonders.
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Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Roe-
bourne and other Government supporters
should fecl satisfed with themselves and
their position under the Bill. If the measure
veaches the Committee stage, I trust they
will at least sce that if they are to repre-
sent 900 people only, those people shall be
represented fairly, It i3 essential to adjust
some of the electoral boundaries so as to
bring several econstituencies more into line
with other eclectorates. During the debate
on the Electoral Districts Act last year, T
pointed out to the memhers for Roebourne,
Eimberley and Gascoyne respeetively, that
it was something approaching barefaced
humbug for them to vote on that measure.

The Premier: They would not have done
their duty had they not dome so.

Mr. LAMBERT: To themsclvea$

The Premier: No, to the country.

Mr. LAMBERT: One could have seep
the country bleeding and weeping copiously
if they had failed to vote!

Mr, Teesdale: If you only knew how the
public suffer when they hear you talkl

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for XRoed
bourne should bark a litfle louder. As thosd
members are practically immune under thd
Bill, they should permit other members who
are affected to vote on it

Hon. M. F. Troy: And hold their peace.

Mr. LAMBERT: I appeal to the Housé
on behalf of the mining industry, to review
the work of the Commission to some extent.
[ ask Government supporters not to blindly
;131‘1(1 stupidly vote with the Government on the

ill.

The Premier: I would not say that, if you
want their support.

Mr. LAMBERT: I ask them not to be
stupid in blindly following the Premier, but
to agree to remove some of the anomalies in
the Bill, They should endeavour to provide
for better and fairer representation. Not-
withstanding that the numbers are on the
Government side to carry the measure if
they so desire, I warn them that a day of
reckoning will come and that day will be
about March next.

Mr. Angelo: Beware of the ides of March?

The Premier: T thought he meant the first
of April. '

Mr. LAMBERT: Impartial as you are
in your present position, Mr, Speaker, you
can hardly use the illuminating language
of the member for Cue (Mr, Chesson), how-
ever telling it may have been, but I hope
you, with others, will recognise the spirit
of the debate and the moderation of the tone
in which it has been conducted. I trust you
will agree with us, that it i3 essential that
the House shall preserve the best traditions
of our Parliamentary institution and that
every hon. member be urged to do his best
to improve the Bill so as to give better re-
presentation to the elcetors of the State,

Mr. J. THOMSON: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.
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Motion put and a division taken with thé
following result—

Ayes 22
Noes 15
Majority for 7
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Ar. Money
Mr. Carter Mr. Pickering
Mra. Cowan Mr, Piesse
Mr. Deaton AMr. Sampson
Mr. Durack Mr, Scaddan
Mr, George Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. Gibson Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Harrison Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Johnston Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. Underwood
Sir Jamns Mitchell Mr, Mullany
{Teller.)
NoES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lambert
Mr. Chesson Mr. Lutey
Mr. Clydesdale Mr, Marshall
Mr. Colller Mr, McCallum
Mr. Corboy Mr. Troy
Mr. Cunninghnm Mr., Wileock
Mr. Heron Mr. Munsle
Mr, Hughes (Teller.)

Motion thus passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-24.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 13th September; Mr.
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Lands and Repatriation
(Hon. Sir James Mitchell, DMMinister).

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £96,446 (partly
considered) :

Mr., PICKERING {(Sussex) [9.0]: The
other night we were advised by the temporary
Chairman of Committees that unless we took
advantage of the gencral discussion on thig
vote it would he impossible to speak on group
gettlement, since there is no vote under that
heading. Group settlement is the most im-
portant branch of present-day land develop-
meat, and it i3 the duty of any member who
can do so to render assistanfe in the framing
of so impertant a policy. A good deal of
criticism of this subject has beer indulged
in, some of it highly inimical to group settle-
ment. Only the other day I was astounded
to see in a South-Western newspaper the re-
port of a condemnatory speech made by a
gentleman of responsibility. Whilst we may
have divergent views on group settlement, I
think most people are convinced that it is
the only form of settlement by which we can
hope to develop the South-West. At all
events, it is the policy, not only of the Gov-
ernment, but of the party sitting behind the
Government. The cost of this development
has been widely criticised. The gentleman to
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whom T have altuded wondered who was going
to pay the cost, and told a sorry tale of de-
velopment in the South-West in years gone
by. The difficulties met with in developing
the South-West are very great to-day, but uwot
nearly so great as they were 20 years ago,
if only for the reason that we have the ex-
perience of the last 20 years as a guide.
Although the early pioneers of the South-
West were confronted with tremendous diffi-
cuties, many of them bave achicved success.
Therefore one may reasonably hope for the
ultimate success of the group settlement
policy. But the utmost possible care must
h: exercised in expenditure on this form of
devciopment. I have brought under the no-
tice of the Premier many instanees in which
I thought improvement could be effected. It
is eommon kndwledge that the cost of clear-
jng in the initial stages of group settlement
was very much greater than it is to-day.

Mr., Willeock: How much greater?

Mr. PICEKERING: In spite of repcated
endeavours, i have never been able to get
the actual figures from the Government, but
I believe the cost of clearing the first 25
acres was approzimately £1,050.

Mr. Willcock: Was that fully or partially
cleared?

AMr. PICKERING: Fully cleared. Many
clearing experiments have been made by fore-
men of the groups. Surely, by this time a
decision has been arrived at as to which is
the best and cheapest way of clearing. On
seme blocks in which miners have been inter-
ested, one finds that the use of explosives
has been great indeed. There are two de-
grees in which the use of explosives is un-
duly expensive: first when explosives are
used in exeess, and secondly when they are
not sufficiently used, The correct use of ex-
plosives could have been easily demonstrated,
and as a result the cost ent dewn. Within
the new boundaries of my electorate are 45
groups. [ have intimate knowledge of many
of the groups, and so I ought to be able to
express a reasonable view as to the fitness
of the settlers. On thc whole, those within
my electorate are of fine type. The suspen-
gions on acsount of unsguitability and unfit-
ness have been very few., It has been pre-
dicted by people in responsible positions that
the percentage of failures on the groups
would be fairly considerable. However, the
process of snspension will largely eliminate
the failures, nud the vacancies caused will be
filled by suitable men. The question as
to whether the men will leave the blocks
when the sustenance ceases is largely de-
pendent on the care exercised in the develop-
ment of the groups and the equipment of the
individual blocks. If provision he made to
ensure fodder crops and furpish stock, there
will be no need to worry about settlers leav-
ing their blocks,

Mr. Willeock: But will that be done?

Mr. PICEERING: I hope to deal with
these varicus phases in their order. From
experience I have found that settlers of the
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best type are heart and soul in the move-
ment. It does not matter whether they come
from England, from Secotland, from Ireland
or from our own State, most of the settlers
show a keen interest in their work. This is
the best indication we can have of the ulti-
mate success of group settlement. There is
need for the immediate provision of stock as
soon as the settlers get on to their blocks.
From the start they should be provided with,
at all events, one cow each, so as to meet the
milk requirements of the homes. The cost of
getting milk for their wives and families, I
am assured by group settlers, representa 30s.
per month. Another immediate necessity is
the proper sclection of seeds. From experi-
ence I know that one can get eertain crops
to grow profitably in certain districts; and
the better the seed, the better the results will
be. Again, it is important to see that the
settlers use the right manvres.  In this respect
a lot of unwarranted expense has been in-
curred. For instance, Thomas’ superphosphate
has been sent to remote groups by motor car.
Such a mapore sheuld not be sent by trans-
port so eostly. Had a more intensive manure
been thus transported, the percentage of
freight eost would have been much lower.
There is urgent neecessity for providing per-
manent homes on the group settlements be-
fore mext winter. Large numbers of settlers
have had to endure hardship during the past
winter as the result of having to live in
small temporary huts. The cost of the eree-
tion of the permanent buildings would be less
if the work were put in hand as soen as the
weather improves. Another point: the de-
partment should avail itself of timber ob-
tainable at mills situated much cloger to the
group settlement than are the State sawmills.
For instance, the mill at Ellis Creek ig carry-
ing large supplies of seasoned tiniber that
would be readily available to the groups be-
tween Nannnp and Bnsselton, and those lying
behind Busselton. That timber could be
landed on the spot much mere cheaply than
timber frof the State mills,

Hon. W. C. Anpwin: From which State
mill? We have one aetvally on a group
settlement.

Mr. PICKERING: But that has no rail-
way communication as yet. Moreover, there
is no seasoned timber at the mill, and the use
of green timber in floors, partitions, and
mouldings is disastrous. Notwithstanding
representations T made to the Premier months
ago, the roads to the group settlements are
in an appalling eondition. It is impossible
to do anything with South-West roads during
the winter. In recognition of that, I ap-
proached the Premier on the subject last sum-
mer. On the 24th March I wrote to him as
follows:—

24th Mareh, 1923, The Hon. the Premier,

Perth.  Further to our conversatiom of

vesterday, I desire to hbring under your

notice the following matters, which in my
opinion are vitally urgent, in connection
with the group settlement in the 3ussex
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elcetorate. The one outstanding feaiure of
urgency is the matter of road construetion
and repair, and as the winter is drawing
nigh, it would be absolutely necessiry that
steps be taken to obviate u repetition of the
deplorable cxperiences of last winter. Tf
something is not done immediately in con-
nection with the low-lying groups, it will
be absolutely impossible to keep such
groups provided with the recessaries of life.
I have recently had an epportunity to visit
several of the groups, niore particularly
Nos. 52, 44, 48 and 49. These groaps, es-
pecially the three latter, are sitnated on
low-lying country and ean only be ap-
proached over plains which will bhe wnder
wiater during the winter, as it is not to be
expected that the drainage will he so far
advanced as to afford relief to these areas.
At present the roads to all these groups
are nlmost unapproachable and group 52,
which is on the Kaloorup-road, can oniy be
gerved by motor lorry for the first seven
miles, after which it has to be hauled by
dray, entailing extra handling. Great re-
lief can be afforded for the winter months
by eclearing, forming and ditehing the roads
in questiou, as the sand and light soil wounld
during the winter months probably con-
solidate and the question of gravelling and
metalling could be undertaken at a later
stage. The roads gencrally throughout the
Sussex electorate district extending from
Capel to Augusta have heen more or less
destroyed by the abnormal traffic conse-
quent upon group settlement and vailway
construction, and roads that prior to the
initiation of this poliey were in good order
are now practically impassable.  The
bridges and eulverts, which were built prior
to the introduction of wmofor lorry serviee,
weare never constructed by the rond hoari
to meet such contingencies, and the conse-
quence is that the bridge at Carbanup, the
14-mile slabby bridge, and nearly overy
cnivert are giving way under the stress of
traffie, and 1t is impessible for the road
boards, with the revenue available, to do
anything to remedy this serious position. 1
venture to say that in my opinion the sue-
cess of this group settlement poliey will be
either retarded or expedited by the nrgleet
of or attention to this very necessary rhase.
As a matter of faet, the storekecpers of
Busselton and Capel are labouring under
the greatest diffienlties in keeping the groups
supplied to-day, and cannnt contemplate the
maintenance of the servize during the win-
ter unless these urgent works are carried
out.

Hon. W. . Angwin: The groups do not
muke such heavy traffic as that, do they?

AMr. PICKERING: Yes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T can understand your
reference to the road boards not being able
to keep their roads in order.

Mr. PICKERING: The hon. memher has
scen the groups in progress and the enormous
amount of traffic over the roads. He has seen
the motors, 4-ton lorries and other vehicles
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earrying huge loads on roads that were never
designed to bear such heavy traffic.
Hon, W, C. Angwin: I saw manures being
carted over the reads.
Mr. PICKERING:
ings——

Hon. W. G. Angwin:
ings except the shanties.

Mr. PICKERING: Several groups
the permancnt dwellings erected.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They migit have
them ereeted now. ’

Mr, PICKERING: ¥ am prepared ta sub-
stantiate cvery statement in my letter,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Bat you said that
wus the position Iast March.

Mr., PICKERING: If the hon. member
has any doubt he may verify my statements.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: 1 was there in Janu-

Manures, seed, build-
There were no build-

have

ary.

Mr. PICKERING: The roads were not
{oo bad then. I have read this portion of my
letter because the result has been entir:ly as
I forecasted. I venture to say that the cosl
of keeping the groups provided with stores
has been more than doubled in consequence
of the negleet of road facilities. A lot of
money has been spent on forming roads in
the groups that might well have been spent on
forming roads to the groups. That was the
great error made, because there is not the
same occasion for roads in the groups as there
is for roads between the main therguyhfares
and the groups. My road has never been
made and it consists of aight miles of track
through the bush, but to sarry the cnorinons
amount of traffic that a group entails, it is
essential that proper roads be constroeted.
The Premier’s exense was {hat he had not
the money to provide these roads, but the
scheme should be big vnough to carry the
monegy neecessary for road construction., It
should be part of any such policy to give the
people proper road facilities. Colonel Brazier,
speaking in the South-West the other day,
pointed out the impossibility of road boards
dealing with this problem. It is time some-
thing was dene to rectify ths position; in
faet the matter should have been taken in
hand years age.

The Premier: We have spent more money
on roads in your electorate than has been
spent for many years.

Mr. PICKERING:
been spent unwisely,

The Premier: Of course, it was all badly
spent.

Mr. PICEERING: T do not say the whole
of it was badly spent. Another matter that
requires attention is drainage. This must he
pushed on with the utmost expedition i{ the
groups to be served are to get the benefit of
it before next winter. These are urgent works,
Thisg is the only opportunity I shall have %o
deal with the matter, and it ia my duty to the
people of my electorate to urge these things
essential to the suceess of the groups. I have
asked for particulars of the cost of roads and
drainage, but have not been able to get them.
I believe that a letter is now on ita way to

And 2z lot of it has

745

me deseribing how the costs are to he alle-
cated. I realise the difficulty of allocating the
costs because of the varied obligations aris-
ing in connection with different groups. 1
belicve it is the earnest desire of the ttovern-
ment to allocate the costs a3 justly as iz pos-
sible, but this only bears out the contention
I have veiced in this Chamber before, of the
neeessity for adopting an aceurate system ot
bookkeeping.

The Premier:
of hookkeeping.

Mr. PICKERING: If that s so, it will
be a step towards settling a big question. The
group settlers themselves ure alluding to the
difficulty of allocating the evsts and ate ask-
ing for an explanation as to how it is to be
overcome. I had to find some answer.

The Premier: They can wsk the bifice and
get the information.

Mr. PICKERING: They can ask the oflice
but they cannnt get the information. 'The
Lands Department is the most diffieult de-
partment of alt from which to get 1eplies,
and the Premicr knows if.

The Premier : I do not know it.

Mr. PTICEERING: The Premier
know it.

The Premier: Is anything else wrong?

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is my duty to see
that things wrong are put right, The Pre-
mier would like us to sit here and bestow
upen him all the adulation possible, oven to
bow down and worship him.

The Premier: Thank God I am not called
upon to suffer that humiliation.

Mr. PICKERING: If there is anything
wrong, I shall draw attention to it with a
view to getting it remedied. I am determined
to do that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
do cverything at once.

My, PICKERING: But these things shonld
he done as speedily as possible. The member
for North-Fast Fremantle is a good apologist
for the Premier.

The CITAIRMAXN:
the Estimates.

Mr. PICEERING: He is the Minister
responsible and I think I am entitled Lo
speak to him when discussing these matters.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. membar must
address the Chair and not the Premier.

Mr. PICEERING: Then I say to you,
Mr., Chairman, that the member for North-
East Fremantle ia a good apologist fur the
Premier.

The Premier: He always speaks the truth.

Mr. PICKERING: I am not prepured to
go that far.

Mr, Corboy: e shall remember that when
he is talking about the Premnier’s party dur-
ing the next electioms.

Mr. PICKERTNG: T impress upon the re-
spongible Minister the need for carefully
selecting the sidings for groups when the
railway is being constructed. I have had ex-
perience of the necessity for changing the
position of Trailway sidings. This should
not be neeessary if proper care i3 ex-

We have an accurate system

does

It is impossible to

The Premier is nuot on
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ercised to fix the sidings so that they will
suit the groups they are intended to serve, 1
trust the responsibie Minister will hear this
in mind. T have previonsly referred to the
need for hospital accommodation, On inquiry
at the group settlement office to-day, [ as-
certained that there arc 25 groups that could
be served by the Margaret River lhospital.
This is o very urgent matter indeed, beeause
provision must be made for the casualties
and maternity cases from the groups. At pre-
sent there is no railway sommunieation from
the Margaret River to Busselton, and ¢ven if
there were, the Busselton hospital could not
deal with this big influx of population. Steps
should Dbe taken immeliately to provide a hos-
pital at the Margaret River.

The CHAIRMAN: Would net that come
under hospitals?

Mr. PICKERING: This would he purely
a group hospital.

The CHAIRMAN: It is not in order to
discuss hospitals on the Lands and Surveys
Vote.

Mr, PICKERING: I was taking the op-
portunity to deal with this question beeausé
it is due to the group settlements that this
additional hospital accommodation is neces-
sary.

The CHATRMAN: T can quite understand
it if you desire to refer to anything re-
garding group settlement connected with the
Lands Department, but hospitals have noth-
ing to do with the Lands Department.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt would be impossible
to carry out the group settlement policy unm-
less some provision were made in this diree-
tion. I shall not labour the question. There
are 25 groups in urgent need of these faeili-
ties and 20 groups that will come within the
scope of the Busselton hospitall I was ser-
iously thinking of moving the adjournment
of the House to enable it to be considered
ags a matter of uvrgency, and I think I am
justified

The CHAIRMAXN:
Fyou.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not think you can.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
persists, I shall rule him out of order.

I must disagree with

Mr. PICKERING: I shall regret that
very much. You are foreing me into this
position

The CHATRMAN: TIf every hon. member
did as you are doing, we should make no
progress with the business and T must ask
you to refrain from further referring to that
matter.

Me. PICKERING: The question of group
settlement is of vital importance to the State
and anything that appertains to ifs success
shouldl reecive carnest consideration. The
Minister for Lands is responmsible for group
settlement. Tt is of no use going to any
other Minister on any subject affecting
group setlement hecause one is at once re-
ferred to the Premicr as the Minister who
finds the money. That is why T have tonched
on these matters at this estage rather than
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deal with them when other votes were being
considered, It is important to have a Min-
ister devoting the whole of his time to group
settlement.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is in
order in proceeding on those lines.

Mr. PICKERING: I am satisfied that un-
less close and concentrated attention is given
te the minute details associated with group
settlement, these propositions will be over-
capitalised, and if they ble over-capitalised,
that is the rock on which the scheme will
split. That is why I am so carnest in this
matter. T wish members to clearly under-
stand my attitude towards group settle-
ment. T am heart and soul in favour of this
policy and shall do all I ean to help it to a
successful issne. I wish now to read the
coneluding possage of my letter to the Pre-
micr, in order to show that what I have
stated here to-night, I have previcusly put
up to the Premier:—

Whilst I am bringing these matters un-
der your immediate notice, I desire to as-
sure you that I am not doing se with any
other object than thal of giving my best
services and assistance to a policy that
has my most complete endorsement, and
I am at all times discouraging unneees-
sary ot frivolons eomplaints and will not
listen to unreasenable demands. T there-
fore trust that you will view the foregoing
as being the result of my experience and
conviction and worthy of your immediate
and favourable consideration.

In spite of all my efforts to bring these ur-
gent and pertinent matters before the Pre-
mier the roads are still not down, the drains
not huilt, and the experience of the settlers
during this winter has been almost unspeak-
able. The costs have been inereased beyond
all measure, I hope the experience of last
winter will ghow the Premier the urgency
of the position, and induce him to tackle
this road eonstruetion, this lack of drainage,
and the question of proper homes for the set-
tlers before next winter comes.

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) [9.30]: Do
you rule, Mr. Chairman, that it is out of
order for a member to speak on such matters
as medieal attention at the group settlements?
If so, it is very little nse my attempting to
speak on the subjeet at this time. There
must be some vote under which we ean dis-
cuss soch matters, especially ag many of us
have received letters drawing attention in the
strongest possible way to the needs of the
settlers. If we wish these people to be con-
tented and happy on their groups the Pre-
mier must be made te understand the neces-
sity for attending to details such as have
been mentioned by the member for Sussex.
T have spoken upon these mitters myself,
Complaints have heen voiced to us as mem-
bers, as well as to organisations in which we
are interested, showing the small efforts that
appear to have heen put forward for the
comfort of settlers. A dwelling IDft. by 8ft.
does not seem very palatial. I understand
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they unsed to be 20ft. by 3ft. @ivided into
two. They frequently have no window. It
is understood fhat the setflers will put in
windows of calico. I do not raise any ob-
jection to that., JTs it nef pnssible to provide
extra shacks for medical purposes, or for
temperary hospitals? These eould be put up
on the group settlements very cheaply, and
would enable the people to have some of
the decencies of eivilisation in their present
rough surroundings. Urgent cases of sickness
may arise at any time, and do arise. The
setilers incur 2 good deal of risk at present,
and the provision of such medical facilities
would he of very great help, especially to
the women on the settlements.

The Colonial Seerctary: There is a ma-
ternity hospital in Busselton.

The CHATRMAN: The question can bet-
ter be discussed under the Vote *¢ Department
of Public Health.?’

Mrs. COWAN: I will reserve any further
remarks T have to make, and the correspond:
ence I have Lo read, until then.

Hon. M, F. Troy: Probably you are not
aware, Mr. Chairman, that the Department of
Public Health has pothing to do with group
settlements.

Mrs, Cowan: That is the trouble.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I do not want the ob-
jeetion raised, when we come to the votes
controlled by the Colonial Seeretary, that the
discussion i3 outside the province of the Mia-
ister, but within that of the Premier. Group
settlements are administered hy the Premier,
who is supposed to make full provision for
medical, health, ete.

Mrs. Cowan: e does not make any pro-
vigion for that.

The CHAIRMAN:
ruling §

Hon. M. F. Troy: Tt iz not dedirad to
dispute your ruling. I also have some cor-
respondence regarding these matters, but 1
do not want the Colonial Sceretary to say
later on that it has nothing to do with him,

The CHAIRMAN: I will see that an op-
poriunity is given to members to discuss this
question.

Mrs. COWAN: I do not complain that T
have not had fair play. 1 have endeavoured
in other ways to impress upon the Premier
and the Colonial Secretary the necessity for
something being done in this direction, Tf
you, Sir, say I cannot deal with tlese matters
now, I will wait uniil later, unless I am to
be ruled ount of order then.

The Premier: How can you be ruled ount
of order?

Mrs. COWAXN;
heing annoyed.
all this before.

The Premicr:
every day.

Do yon dispute my

It is no use the Premier
I have spoken to him about

You come about them almost
Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [9.35]: I

presume T must discuss the question of group
settlements later on.
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The CHATRMAN: Now is the time for
that,

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I alse want to talk
about medical attention at the group sctile-
ments. .

The CHATRMAN: T cannot ailow the
question of hospitals and schools to be dis-
¢ussed under this vote.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: This is the only op- -
portunity we have of diseussing the expendi-
ture on gronp sctilements,

The CHAIRMAN: You ean diseuss group
settlements.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T would draw the at-
tention of the Premier to the minutes of thoe
meeting held sn Burbury some time age re-
garding soldier settlement. The soldicrs are
having a bad time in respeet to their interest
aml capitalisation charges, and the R.S.L.
has taken up their cagze.  There ia not a
great deal to complain of concerning the
groups in my electorate, except as to the de-
plorable eondition of the roads. Possibly the
Premier is not interested in the question of
roads, or whether the pgroups are starving
or not, or whether they get bogged or
drowned. Ministers are not very attentive
when a member tries to point out some of the
diffievlties onder which the settlers ars living.
T shouldl like the Minister for Works to send
his engineers over some of the rdads they are
responsible for.

The Minister for Works:
they huilt the roadsf

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The Minister’s engin-
cers did.

The Minister for Works: They did not.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T understand Engin-
eer Young is one of his officers.

The Minister for Works: Yes, but he is
getting old.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Apparently the Minis-
ter lent him to the group scttlements. It is
the policy to settle people on the Jand many
miles from a railway, and ito promise them
railwaxs but not to build them. Men have
gone out into the country in the hope of
making good when the railway came along.
In the meantime the Agrienltural Bank ad-
vances them money against their holdings.
After working and waiting in vain for a
railway many of these settlers have aban-
doned their holdings, which have come bhaek
into the hands of the bank. New arrivals
come here and scleet these properties, which
are from 25 to 30 miles from a railway.
When they get to their holdings they find
they can get no advances. The money orig-
inglly lonned upon the blocks has becn
squandered. The fencea are dilapidates, and
very likely the adjoining scttlers have taken
awny the wire and wire neiting to put on
their own lands. All the clearing that was
done has gone for nought, for the country id
again over-run with scrub, I visited the
Agricultural Bank to get an advance of £250¢
for a Mr. W, G. Tracey, of ‘“The Chase,”’
Manjimup. This man is a hard worker, and

Are you sure
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is settled on heavily timbered country. The
bank promised to advance £250 for cows,
manuore, seed, spring cart and horse, but it
advanced only £100. The authoritics scem
to expeet thesc scttlers, sitwated up to 30
miles from a railway, to carry their food on
their backs, and their produce, if any, to
market on their backs., This sort of thing
amounts to a squandering of public money.
It breaks the hearts of the people who would
in more favoured loealities make good set-
tlers, I will read a letter dated the 11th
September, from Mr. Tracey, ns follows:—
I am sorry to trouble you again in re-
fercuee to my ease, but as you so kindly
took an interest in it previously, I trust
you will be able to assist me again, so
will endeavour to explain. T informed you
that the Agricultural Bank had granted
me the full £250 when yon previously in-
tervened. Towever, shortly afterwards,
I received a letter from them informiag
me that it was a clerical error, and my
loan was inercased by £100 only. There-
fore, it left me without the plough, har-
rows, seced and manure, really the most
important things of all to give me the
nceessary start. I have 18 acres fully
cleared, and am just completing another
four acres.
This is heavily timbered eountry.
I also have in my possession two horses
and hamess, and hate on order a good
pedigreed cow and buggy.
Hon. M. F. Troy: He wants a spring cart
in addition to a buggy.
Mr. J) H. SMITH: The letter continnes—
These are out of the £100 which you so
kindly obtained for me. Owing to the
other £50 not being granted, I am worse
off than before, as T have 23 acres of fully
cleared land lying idle, and am sorry to
say I caunot afford to seed and manure
this out of my own pocket at present. T
have built a four-roomed house with 3£t
verandah, also piggeries, and have posts
in ready to ereet 1,000 yards of divisional
feneing. The fencing I have earted and
have on the place. I have no partieular
wish to leave here after doing all this
work, and with the possibilities of a railway
I would very much like to carry on, but
must obtain the following assistance if
I am to remain:—£100 for fully clearing
seven acres, £50 for seed, manure and im-
plements, and £50 for three cows. I shonld
not purchase cows until I have feed next
season. I wonder if you would kindly
intervene on my behalf when it is conven-
ient for you. Then if the bank will asgist
me as proposed above, I shail require no
further agsistance, and 1 am sure I can go
ahead. But it is absolutely essential I
get this area laid down in clovers, grasses,
ete., early next season so as to prevent fur:
ther delny. I would not apply for clearing
loan, but am unable to obtain any work
in this district, so must partly rely on
that to earry me on for a time. TIf you
cannot arrange anything with Mr, Me-
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Larty, then I do not object to re-selecting

as the board previonsly menticned.

The bank suggested that he should re-select.
If he does so it will mean more money wasted
until another man comes along, and he, teo,
will have to go round in the same old eirele.
The letter continues:—

I do not wish to roam about. I have n»

wife and little boy, and wish to secttle

down, and after deing all thiz work on the
property and placing it on a sound footing,

I don’t really feel like leaving it. If the

bank cannot advance this £200, then I

would be pleased to have full particolars

from Mr, McLarty of o good mixed farm-
ing property near the railway. I have net
forwarded the necessary fees for the £200,
but will do so as soon as I hear from the
gencral manager. I would be pleased to
hear from the general manager ag early as
convenient, ag 1f T must re-select I would
like to do so immediately, so as to prevent
further waste of time and money down
here. T sincerely trust I am not putting
you to too mneh trouble by asking you to
aszist me, and I wonld be very pleased if
you could lot me know anything in refer-
cnce te the railway, as whatever happens,

I may possibly try to Dhold this property

if it is only a matter of two or three years.

Trusting you will be able to oblige with-

out inconveniencing yourself in any way.

The Premier: Who wrote that letter®

Mr. J. H, SMITH: Mr. W. G. Tracey, of
f“The Chase,’’ Manjimup.

The Premier: What is the date of that
letter?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The 13th September.
Here is another letter T have from a new
settler 30 miles from a railway—

I am writing you as the member for my
district, in the hope that you ecan obtain
justice for me in my cnse against the De-
partment of Lands and Surveys in the
first case, and secondly against the Agri-
cultural Bank. T landed at Fremantle as
a nominated immigrant on the 2nd April,
1922, and procecded to Manjimup, where
my brother-in-law, Mr. W. Tracey, was
working for Miss Strachan of Calder
Green. I obtained work here, and stayed
on with Miss Strachan for six months. I
then left her, on the 4th QOctober, and went
to stay at ‘"The Chase,’”” Mr. Tracey’s
selection, during the opossum season. On
the 17th September I had written to the
Lands Office, Bridgetown, and applied for
Nelson Location 5,094. I received an ans.
wer dated 25th September, in which I was
informed that this TLocation was open,
and that if T still wished to apply for it
I was to send in enclosed form and de-
posit of £3 7a. Tn December I wrote to
the Agricultural Bank to inquire with re-
gard to a loan for clearing, ete. On the
30th December Mr. Tracey and myself
received a visit from Inspector Doust of
the Agricultural Bank. He pgave me in-
formation about the loan, and showed me
what land to clear. He Lold me that I chould
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have no trouble about obtaining a loan of
£100 for elearing and - ringbarking, and
that the block was mine as sogn as I ap-
plied for it. He then <igned my applica-
tion form, both for the location and the
bank loan, and departed. Of course, tak-
ing for granted that the bank inspector
would know what he was talking about
and would have some aunthority, I began
work on the blocks, and started totally
clearing 7 acres of ringharked ecountry.
T put in two months en the block, living
meanwhile with Mr. Tracey. Then in
Mareh X starteil work at Mr. Lloyd’'s farm,
Riverview, where I am at preseat working,
On the 11th Mareh, 19213, T reeeived a
letter from the Agriceltural Bank inform-
ing me that the trusteces could not secc
their way elear to granf me a loan. This
after working 10 wecks They gave no
reason at all, and ¥ dor’t really see how
they conld give me a reasen, unless it was
that the locution is 30 wiles from the
railway. In any ecase, they granted Mr.
Tracey’s loan, although they made a fuss
about it until he wrote to you; and I he-
lieve he now has the full loan granted to
kim. The c¢limax came on the l4th of
Mareh, when T heard from a neighbour
that I ecould not take up the location. Next
week I heard from another source that a
forest ranger had been down to inspect
the block. On the 14th April T had an
official notification from Perth, dated the
28th March, that my application must be

cancelled as the Conservator of Forests-

cbjected to the alienation of the land re-
ferred to, in spite of the faet that Loca-
tion 5094 was an abandoned block, its
previous holder being a Mr. Dodds, the
improvements being as follows:—8 acres
cleared, 7 acres ringbarked, 1 well, 10
chains of drainage.
Therc arc pages upon pages of that kind of
matter. The settler has done coansiderable
work, but the Agricultural Bank have turned
him down. Having gone into the matter with
the Lands Department. I received the folluw-
ing letter from that department at the end of
Aygust:—

With referenee to the attached letter
from Mr. G. T. B. Sibley, I beg to inform
you that all Jand in this distriet is open
for selection, subject to a report by the
Forests Depariment, and in this .ase the
Conservator of Forests reported that Loea-
tion 5094 carried a considerable guantity
of karri and jarrah timber and, under the
circumstances, he conld not agrec to its
heing alienated. [ regret, therefore, thas
this department cannot approve of the lant
being granted to Mr. Sibley.

As the member for Katanning (Mr. A_ Thom-
son) said the other evening, there seems fo be
a Jack of co-ordination bhetween the variouns
departments. After the man has done all the
work, he discovers that the Forests Dapart-
ment have the land held up for the sake of
the timber on it. He has written te me again,
this time asking whether the Premicr cannot

749

do something in the matter. There is an-
other matter I wish to talk about, though
what one says does not seem to cut much ice.
T refar to the lack of lapnd in my distriet for
farmers’ sons. Many of them are anable to
secure land. I know of cases in my own dis-
triet where the sons have heen oblived to go
to other parts of the State in order o obtain
land, They do not care to go on group settle-
ments, for which practically the whale of the
South-West is tied up. Again, there is the
matter of certain lands which have been held
about Bridgetown for 40 or 30 years. The
owners of thoese lands, renilered nervous by a
Bill which was defeated in unother place last
session, decided to offer them to the Govern-
ment, who, notwithstanding expert advice as
tn the quality of the country, turned the
offer down. If the Government had Lionght
those lands, they would nave immediataly becn
taken up by settlers who had made zoad, Let
us look after our own hefore we look after
people frem vversen. When the whole ihing
has been analysed, there are none better than
our own Australian-born sons for settlemnent
on our lands.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.54]: The Estimates introduced
this year again place us in the same position
as we found ourselves in Just year, with re-
ferenee to three important branches con-
trolled by the Lands Department. I 1efer to
the Agricultural Bank, Soldier Settlement, and
group scttlement. Tn no other instance is
any amount of the expenditure in these three
cases charged to revenne. Yet we find that
the losses of the Industrics Assistance Board
for last year amounted to £28,194. That
money has to come from somewhere.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It is being funded into
the deficit.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: As regards soldier
settlement, there are alse some heavy lnsses.
We have no opportunity of diseussing any
item of them owing to the manner in which
the Egtimates are presented. In the course
of the report regarding soldicr settlement it
is stated that in view of the fact that the
scheme i3 drawing to a close it i3 interest-
ing to note that at the end of last June the
number of abandonments was 348, and that
127 cases of redisposal of properties involved
a loss of approximately £14,000, ineluding
principal and interest. The mouey has to
come from somewhere.

The P’remier: It comes out of a special
fund.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: 1In order to pre-
vent discussion of these matters, all the de-
partment have to do is to tranmsfer the ex-
penditure from revenue to lean or suspense
account. Then members of this Chamher ara
deharred from eriticising closely the listi-
mates placed before them, The report fur-
ther says the board regret the necessity for
ealling attention to the faet that the in-
terest obligations of soldier settlers are not
being met to the extent that might be ex-
pected, more especially in the ease of repur-
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chased properties which were immediately
productive at the time of occupation. The
interest outstanding at the end of the finan-
eial year, the report states, amounted to a
total of £281,317. Further, we are told that
the board are making inquiries into ecach
ease of arrears, with a view to placing mat-
ters on a more satisfactory footing.

The Premier: That amount would ineclude
the interest for the half-year,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I object to the
Estimates being introduced in such a form
as to debar members from discussing the
separate votes. The result of submitting the
Estimates in their present form is that all
we can discuss in a general way out of this
expenditure iz the sum of £104,296. The Ag-
rienlfural Bank, soldier settlement, and group
settlements should have Dbeen taken out of
these Iistimates and placed in the Loan Esti-
mates, if the money is coming from loan;
and then we would have had an opportunity
of discussing those three branches. If, on
the other hand, the money comes out of re-
venue, the three branches should be placed
under revenue. The present practice ia wrong,
and should be stopped. The question of dis-
cussing the three branches was raised last
year before you, Mr. Stubbs, and you then
gaid that you would give members an oppor-
tunity of discussing them. However, the
ruling given the other evening was to the op-
posite effect. Last year the Industries Assist-
ance Board wrote off bad debts to the extent
of £33,243. That money has to come from
apmewhere. 1t must be paid out of some
vote. Probably the only chance we shall
have of dealing with that expenditure
will be an item under Dervelopment of
Agriculture, which will inelude assist-
ance ufider the Industries Assistance Act.
The report of the Industries Assistance Board
is wvery interesting. Tt is only on rare oeca-
sions that we have a report from the Agri-
cultural Bank, and we are not in a position,
therefore, to know the amount of interest
outstanding in connection with the bank’s
orcrations. The Industries Assistance Board
is a pgood iustitution for providing money
towards Consolidated Revenue. There eould
not be a better one, beeause all they have to
do each year is to pay amounts owing to Gov-
ernment departments out of leoan moneys,
making the settler pay 8 per eent. “interest
;‘l]nd' thus wiping off the amounts owing to the

ank.

The Premier: The rate is not § per cent,
and in any cas¢ we pay only on good ac-
counts,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We are not in a
position to know if that is so, for we have
ot the report of the Apricultural Bank be-
fore us so that we may compare the transac-
tions of the two instiitutions. Since 1914-15,
when the Industries Assistance Board was
established, £465,205 18s. 74. has been paid
to the Agricultural Bank for interest only
on prdinary aceounts,

The Premier: Why not?
counts are dealt with.

Only good ae-
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Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Regarding soldier
settlers’ accounts, £05,331 15s. 1d. was paid.
These figures show' the advantage of continu-
ing the Industries Assistance Act to allow
Government departments to make good their
positions easily. While we have this system
in operation, we will not have as effective a
serutiny regarding the amount of loans made
as we would have if the Agricultural Bank
had te see that the interest was fairly paid
at the end of each year. If they had to do
that, ther would be more careful! about the
accounts and the loans made.  Regarding
water rates, £43,020 has been paid.

The Premier: You did that when you were
a Minister.

Hon, W, C, ANGWIN: The financial year
1914-15 was the most diffieult we had, The
amount transferred then was £33,565, wherens
in 1922.23 it was £43,979. The payments re-
specting soldier settlers’ aceounts with the
Agricnltural Bank totalled £50,975 last year.
These show that the numbers are less, but in-
terest transferred was more.

The Premier: Interest charges were higher.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN I admit that the
interest charges are higher now than they
were then, but the rate only started to in-
erease to an important figure in 1916 when
we went out of office.

Mr. Latham: They paid more to the Lands
Department than in 1922,

Hon. W, C, ANGWIN: Yés, it was
£81,456 in 1914-15 and £29.900 last year.
I objeet, however, to the way the Estimates
are introduced.  Departwental Estimates
should not be introdueed in such a way that
members are debarred, under the Standing
Orders, from dealing with the various de-
partments concerned.

The Premigr: Those departments are under
special Acts.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I admit that, but
they were not dealt with under special Acts
for the purpose of preventing Parliament
from discussing these operations.

Hon. M. F, Troy: It would be ridicelous
if that were the position,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Moreover, these
difficulties are overcome by the instances 1
am diseussing by transferring amounts, one
to suspense and another to loan, thus hal-
ancing the necount.

The Premier: No.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It is so. We find
that the vote for the Agricultural Bank is
£85,196, less reconps by other departments
£13,000, leaving the mnet vote £27,196. Of
that amount £36,098 is transferred to the
Industries Assistance Aet Suspense and
£36,098 to the Apricultural Bank Trust Fund,
thus wiping out the amount. The same thing
applies to the group settlement and the
soldier settlement schemes, with the excep-
tion of the fact that the transfers are to
Ioan. I have not the least doubt that some
money has been expended out of revenue.

The Premier: If that were so, the itema
would have to be shown in these Estimates,



[15 SF.PTEMB!:‘.'B, 1923.]

You know the Agricultural Bank is under a
special Aet, and charges 1 per cent. more
than it pays, to cover costs.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Perhaps so, but 1
am justified in lodging objections to the
method adopted in introducing these Esti-
mates. We would be acting wisely if we
rejected the Votes so that they could be
placed bhefore us in a proper way.

The Premier: They cannot be presented
in any other form.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We should have the
departmental reports before us; we c¢ould
then study the position and aseertain if
there is any leakage. We are not given that
opportunity now. I had hoped to find an
alteration in the method this year, but we
are disappointed.

3Mr. WILLCOCK (Geraldten) [10.7]: It
has been customary for Ministers, when in-
troducing their Estimates, to give some in-
dieation as to the policy to be adopted dur-
ing the ensuing year. That method has been
departed from this year.

The Premier: I did that when introducing
the Estimates.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Pfemier dealt more
with the finaneial aspect than with prospee-
tive land settlement and the steps to be taken
to earry out the Government’s policy during
the year. Although the Premicr made some
reference to land settlement in the Budget
Bpeech, we could not get details from his
statement on that oceasion regarding land
settlement or the figures we are entitled to
expect relative to the area of land available
for selection,

The .Premier:
each bleck.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Nothing of the kind.
The Minister controlling the Lands Depart-
ment should tell the Committee how wmuch
Iand is available for settlement, and give
particolars, g0 that members might have the
necessary information. To-night the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) informed
us that land was not available in his distriet
for the children of settlers in that area. The
same thing applies to my own distriet, There
are many men desirous of taking up land,
and the Premier tells us there is plenty of
land available. T eannot find plenty of land
available in this State, mueh less in my own
district. One would naturally conclude that
the present discussion would furnish the op-
pertunity to the Premier to give us particu-
lars on these points. Instead of that, we are
asked to pass a voie representing the expen-
diture of £96,000 and no information is fur-
nished to members, Three or four years ago
the poliecy of the Government, apparently,
was in favour of closer settlement of the
lands in proximity to existing railways. On
two occasions, a Bill was introduced to give
effect to that policy, but because the Legisla-
tive Council did not agree to the Govern-
ment’s proposals, the whole policy has been
thrown overboard. The Legislative Council

You want a phofegraph of
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has been allowed to dietate the policy of the
Government. Unless the Govermment were
hypocritical in introducing those Bills, simply
beeause the Legislative Council opposed the
measures and Country Party members also
opposed them, that policy has been jeftisoned.

The Premier: Yor should not say that.
The Bills were passed”in this Chamber und
strong support came from Country Party
members.

Mr, WILLCOCK: There was strong op-
position from the Country Party members.

Mr. Latham: No, there was not.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Yes, there was.

The Premier: You opposed it yourself.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I favoured the Bill and
desired it to go much further.

Mr. Hughes called attention to the siate
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.]

Mr. WILLCOCK: While a peeuliar policy
has been pursued by the Premier regarding
these Estimates, I find ailso that the Country
Party, whose members are supposed to have
at heart tbe interests of the people on the
land, and who are particularly interested
in the Government’s land policy, is only re-
presented by one member in the Chamber at
the present time. That is not a good adver-
tisement for the Country Party who pose as
champions of primary production and land
development. When such a Vote iz being
discussed they show their cnthusiasm, or
rather their want of enthugiasm, by staying
outside. If they do wnot eare to listen to
criticism of the land poliey, it does mnot
concern me very much, but in the interests
of the eonstituents they claim to represent,
the least they can do is to remain in the
Chamber while this vote is being discussed.

Mr, Latham: They will be here when a
division is taken.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Government em-
braced a policy of closer settlement until two
or three years ago, when the Premier found
he could not get the support of the Legisla-
tive Council for that policy. He then jetti-
soned it, and siarted on this new and expen-
sive group scttlement policy.

The Premier: 1 suppose it doesn’t happen
to suit Geraldton.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Premier, knowing
the Geraldton district, knows that there is in
that distriet ap sres that would absorb 400
or 300 familics and give them better pros-
pects of success than obtain in the South-
West. I refer to the Greenough Flats,

The Premier: The Grecnough Flats are
held in small areas.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Not now. The Green-
ough Flats are going back into large estates.
Areas which 30 years ago were held by 100
families are steadily getting into fewer and
fewer hands.
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The Premier: When I was there the hold-
ings were very small,

A, WILLLOUK: They are not so small
to-day. In a tew years' time tuis, the richest
agricultural distriet in the State, will be in
comparatively few hands. 1f the FPremier
wants eloser scttlement that will give rapid
development, there is mnot a better distriet
in the State than the Greenough Flats, and
with them the Irwin distriet. People who
know the value of agricultural land are
unaaimously ugreed that the Greenough
Flats, if situated anywhere else in Australia,
would be worth from £15 to £20 per acre.
Only last month some of that land was sold
at £19 10s. per acre. The Premier’s own
brother is subdividing some of it with a view
to closer scttlement. Fifty years ago officers
of the Imperial Government recognised the
value of that land, declaring that 40 acres
of it was sufficient to afford a family a good
living. Thousands of acres were cut np into
small areas by the Imperial Government for
the accommodation of ex-Imperial soldiers
who had served in the Crimea and other big
campaigns. The Minister for Agriculture
and his brother, the member for Irwin (Mr.
C. C. Maley) ecan support me when I say
it is one of the richest agricultural districts
in the State. There is there a most promis-
ing field for closer setlemeut. Group settle-
ment in the South-West is going to cost an
immense amount of money, and a consider-
able number of years "will have to elapse
beforg a full return is secured. The land is
good cnough, bnt not for many years can it
be brought inté full productivity. For a
million years, bark containing tannie acid has
been deposited on that land, with the resmlt
that the soil is soured and will take years
to sweeten.

Mr. Money: Where ig this?

Mr. WILLCOCK: In the big-timbered
country being cleared at presenf, the red
gum and karri country being utilised for
closer settlement.

Mr. Money: But in red gum country the
first crop is the best crop.

Mr. WILLCQCK: But they are not using
all red gum country, anyhow.

Mr. Money: The best potato erop is always
the first crop.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The first ¢rop of any-
thing is mot bad. Sandplain, poor hungry-
looking country, will grew a first crop, but it
has to be coltivated and manured for years
to bring it into full prodwctivity. The hon.
member will know that one can get a crop
off ahnost any land in the first instance,
hut that after a ycar or two a great deal of
manuring and sweetening 8 required. The
same thing applies to the wheat lands. The
Greenough and the Irwin Flata offer a very
mueh hetter field for the investment of
money. Whether we can afford to develop
the South-West by the expensive process now
being tried is dehatable. It means years of
hard labour, and the first generation can
never hope to get much of a return from land
pioneered in this way. Whether the South-

West can stand the immense capital cost in-
volved, will only be determined years hence

Many people have grave doubts about it.

The Premier: They onec had fhe smuc
grave doubts about the wheat belt.

Mr. WILLCOCK: DPeople have made gool
in the wheat belt, and there is any amount ot
land there, perhaps a million acres of it, with-
in reasonable proximity of existing l‘lllw!l)a,
remainiog to be utilised.

The Minister for Works: Where is thati

Mr. WILCOCE: Al over the State. I
have repeatedly travelled uver the Wongan
Hills-Mullewa line, Tens of thousands of
acres along that line have never had an axe
put inte them.

The Premier:
time.

Mr. WILLCOCK: They have had plenty
of time, but the department is loth to advance
money on that land. Ome departmental officer
says that Jand is no good.

Mr. Piesse: What land?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Mr. White, of the Sol-
dier Settlement Scheme, says the land up
there i3 no good.

Hon. M. I", Troy: What does White know
about it?

Mr. WILLCOCK: DPractically nothing, yet
he is wirtually in charge of the depariment.
Mr. White does not scem fo know much aboud
it. T have had several iliscudsions -with him.
‘With a wave of the hand, he condemas that
land.

The Premier: Which land?

Mr, WILLCOCK: The land right up through
Mullewa. Mr. White says it is no good. He
is practically the head of the department, yet
he condemns the whole of the land in that
area,

Mrs, Cowan: Tt is not as good asg the Wim-
mera land in Vietoria.

Mr, WILLCOCK: It iz good agriealtural

The settlers have not hal

jand. The Wimmera land is exceptionally
good.

AMrs. Cowan: Yet it has a very light rain-
fall.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt has a most excellent
soil, aml will grow virtually any erop. I am
afraid the hon. memher is mixing the Wim-
wera distriet with the mallee distriet further

north. The Wimmera has quite a good rain
rainfall,
Mrs, Cowan: T thought it had a lower

rainfall than we have.

Mr, WILLCOCK:  Ne, in the mallee coun
try, certxinly, the rainfall is light and the
soil not ro go2d as that in {he Wimmera dis-
triet, which embraees the best wheat land in
Australin.  Also they have in that distriet
somcthing which our Director of Agriculture
recently diseovered, namely, cxcellent methods
of cultivation, Several thinzs recently dis-
covered by the Diirector of Agriculture were
known in this State as far back as the days
when the Labour Goevernmant were in power.
Somsthing should be done Lo develop the land
hetween Yona and Mullewa, in the alectorate
of the Minister for Agriculture. The advia-
ory hoard las promised to go through the
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district and report, so that an authoritative
statement of the value of that land can be
made. We want more land for agricultural
developmens. We know from experience that
we can get a better, quicker and muie certain
return frcm wheat and sheep than from any
other form of development. Where land of
this deseription exists within a safe rainfall
area and in close proximity to a seaport, wc
should exert every effort to Lring it into cul-
tivation or give it the communication neces-
sary to enable it to be settled, I do not know
what we arc going to do with regard to land
that is not Leing developed. A Closer Settle-
ment Bill was intreduced, but we got no fur-
ther with it.

The Premier:
this House.

Mr, WILLCOCK: No, but it is the fault
of the Government that this sert of thing s
allowed to continue. Almost everybody one
speaks to refers to the vast areas of idle land
in close proximity to existing railways.

Mr, Latham: The passage of the Uloser
Scttlement Bill through this House was the
means of a lot of that land being inought
into better production.

Mr, WILLCOCK: But there are thous
ands of acres of that particular class of land
noi heing utilised at all, and yet there is tolk
of expensive railway propositions and there is
propaganda in favour of railways in the di-
rection of Eucla and other places where dis-
tant fields look green.

Mr. Heron: They are green at present.

Mr, WILLCOCGK: I hope they are.

The Premier: You are treading on some-
one else’s corns now,

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 still maintain that
while we are talking of oxtending cur rail-
ways hundreds of miles from existing settle-
ment, there is plenty of land held up and
unutilised in close proximity to the railwuy
gystem.

Mr.

That was not the fanlf of

Piesse: Well, the State should buy

it.

Mr., WILLCOCK: That is not the prin-
ciple. The people owning the land should be
made to utilise it. A scientific method of tax-
ation should be introduced so that if nolders
will not develop their land, it will be too
expensive to hold. Such a policy wonld mest
with almost unanimous approval from the peo-
ple. That is the only point of disagreement
between the “ West Australian,’’ which is the
chief apologist and at the same time the
guide, philosopher, and friend of the Pre-
mier——

The Premier: Did you say the ‘' Worker’’?

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, the ‘*West Aus-
tralian.’’ The only point of disagreement he-
tween the ‘‘West Australian’’ and the Pre-
mier is that he does not introduce some
method of taxation to forece unimproved
land into use.

The Premier: A good rounsing tax, eh?

Mr. WILLCOCK: One that will wake up
the people sleeping on land that should be
producing wealth.

The Premier: I bave heard that before.
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Mr, WILLCOCK: And the Premier is
likely to hear it again. Such a poliey would
meet with the approval of 90 per cent. of
the people. We have had expressions of
opinion from both sides of the House and
trom almost every individual

Mr. Latham: it must have Qwen adopted
since the Labour Government went out of
offiee.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The member for York
snid something to that effect on one ocea-
s101.

Mr. Munsite: We jasred a measure throttgh
this House.

Mr, Latham: XNo, you did not.

Mry. Munsie: The hon. member was aslecp
at the time.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Evety proposal that the
Premier brings forward evolkes the support,
approval and enthusinstic backing of the
“¢West Australian,’’ bhut on this particular
issue there is serious disagreement between
the Premier and the ‘“West Australian.’’ T
do not want him to fall out altogether with
the ‘*West Australian.’’

The Premier: Well, I cannot rely upon the
‘*Worker’’ or the ‘‘Primary Producer.’’

Mr. WILLCOCK: The ‘‘West Austra-
lian’’ has proved most useful to the Premier
during his career as head of the administra-
tion. If the Premier had not had the enthus-
iastic backing of the morning paper, he
would have gone out of office two or three
years ago on his financial policy. When the
Labour Party were in power, leading articles
were published by the ‘*West Australian’’
month after month ecriticising the defieit.
Now, instead of criticism, we find apologies
being advanced by this wonderful organ that
ia supposed to be the leader of public opinion
in this State.

The Premicr: I did not say a word against
the ‘‘Worker’’ that supported you.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am merely pointing
out the good service réndered the Premier
by the ‘‘West Australion.’’  But I must
emphasise that there is a policy which the
‘“West Australian’’ has enunciated in season
and out of seasom, mamely a tax or unim-
proved land values, and that is the one ser-
ious point the Premier will not concedel
It is time some system of closer settlement
was applied to pastoral lands. There are
wonderful pastoral lands——

Mr. Pickering: More particularly on the
Murchison,

Mr. WILLCOCK: That happens to be one
part of the State where railway facilities

are established and where pastoral areas
lend themselves to closer settiement. An
cxpensive railway system has been built

and these pastoral lands, taken vp in the
days before people ever thought railway
facilities would he provided and now
served by railway, should be dealt with under
a closer settlement scheme,

Lieut.-Col. Depton: There is quite a lot
of undeveloped land along the Midland line.

Mr. WILLCOCE: Yes, but I am referring
to pastoral areas. ¥ou, Mr. Chairman, when
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speaking on the Address-in-reply, expressed
the opinion that when pastoral areas were
being  tramsferred, the Government should
have the first right to buy them. I am in
hearty agreement with such a poliey. When
pastoral land of known quality such as that
in the Murchison and Gascoync areas is to
be dQigposed of by the original holders, the
State should have the first opportunity to
buy it. We talk of peopling our vast empty
spaces: we talk of increased production; these
and other such platitudes we have heard for
many years and yet we have arcas of land
capable of carrying ten times the popula-
tion and twenty times the number of sheep
still being held up in tracts of a million
acres in those particular localities. Tt is about
time a decision was reached regarding the
proposed purchase of the Midland conces-
sion. Aleng the Midland Railway 2 econsid-
erable area of good land is still available.
Acre for aere that land is as good as the
land of the Great Southern, where, under
Government control, a series of compara-
tively large towns have sprung up at about
every thirty miles, towns that are the eentres
of prosperous and thriving districta.  The
same thing would apply to the Midlapnd
lands if they were opened up and controlled
by the Government,

Lieut.-Col. Denton: There are 250,000
acres of first-class land in the Midland area
to-day.

Mr, WILLCOCK: That land should be
brought inte cultivation,

Lieut-Col. Denton; It is very suitable for
group settlement,

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is suitable for agri-
cultural development of any description. The
largest area of uncccupied land in the State
is gituated along the Midland line.  The
land there has been proved hundreds of times
over. Tt is heing held wp becawse advances
cannot be made against it by the Agrienltural
Bank. It is excellent land. “If it were
brought under the purview of the bank it
would ail be wtilised, and brought into pro-
duction to a2 greater extent than at present.
It is time we reviewed our poliey in this
respect. If the Midland Railway Company
is prepared fo sell iis vacant lands io the
State at a fair and reasonable price, the price
ghould be paid, If it is not prepared to do
this the Government should lave no com-
punction about using every legitimate means
of making the company do so. There is a
quarter of 5 million acres of first-class land, a
large area of second-elass land, and a million
acreg of third-elass land held up by the selfish
greed of a private company, which wants to
make as much as possible out of the State.
Parliament should take every means possible
to bring the company to its senses. The
land was granted in the first case under defi-
nite conditions. Not one of these conditions
has been carried out, and the methods of
finpance employed by the company in the
early stages should have brought it within
the clutehes of the law, and might have done
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so but for the friends it had at court. We
esunot afford to allow this state. of affairs
to continue, Already we have Government
utilities such as sehools, police, doctors, ete.,
in the area, and everything of that sorf ready
for settlement, The Government have spent
enormous sumng of money in opening up areas
a tremendous distance from our sea-board,
while this company has been reaping advant-
ages out of (he State. If the Midland Rail-
way were worth anything as an asset I should
not he surprised at the atttinde of the com-
pany, but it is making nothing out of the
raitway though a good deal out of the land.
Much more, however, could be done with the
land if it were taken over by the Government.
The settlers are not allowed to exploit their
holdings as they should otherwisc be able to
do, and the development of one of the biggest
agrieultural provinces in the State is being
kept back. T hope before the debate econ-
ctudes the Premier will make the statement
he should have made earlier, and tell us what
the land policy of the Government is, where
the land is that will be made available for
settlers undor the immigration poliey, and
what is to be done in the matter of land
development generally.

Progress reported.

[House adjourned at 10.47 p.m.]
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